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The Committee of the House of Representatives, on 
Slavery, consists of the following gentlemen : 

Messrs. Lee of Tempieton, 

Richardson of Boston, 
Eaton of Haverhill, 
Thompson of Charlestown, 
Huntington of Northampton, 
Collins of Chester, 
CooLEY of Hawley. 
Newton of Washington, 
Goodrich of Roxbury, 
Perkins of New Bedford, 
Barstow of Rochester, 
Crosby of Brewster, 
Coffin of Edgarton, and 
Upton of Nantucket. 

Representatives' Hall, \ 
Thursday afternoon, Feb. 22, 1837. i 

. The Committee of the House, to whom was referred 
memorials on the subject of slavery, assembled in the 
Representatives' Hall, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 
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George S. Hillard, Esq., of Boston^ then addressed 
the Committee, as Counsel, in aid of the prayer of the 
following memorial : 

To the Honorable the Senate mid Home 

of Representatives of Massacfmsetts : 

The undersi^rned, citisiens of in the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts, have lerirned with astonishment and alarm, that the House 
of Representatives of tlie United States didj on the 18th of January last^ 
adopt a resolution in the words following, to wit : 

* Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, resolutions, propositions, or 
papers, relating in any way, or to any extent whatever, to the subject of 
slavery, or the abolition of slavery, shall, witiiout being either printed or re- 
ferred, be laid upon the table, aim that no further action whatever shall be 
had thereon/ 

Your memorialists, regarding said resolution as a virtual denial to the 
people of tiie right to petition for a redress of grievances, a violation of the 
spirit of the 1st Article of the Amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States— as an unwarrantable and daring assumption of authority, at war 
with the fundamental principles of our Republican government — ^utterly 
destructive of the rights of the minority — a gross insult to the sovereignty of 
the entire people — and dangerous to the. union of the States : do, therefore, 
respectfully and earnestly rcquestv'our honorable bodies TO PROTEST, 
without delay, in the name of THE PEOPLE OF THIS COMMON- 
WEALTH, against said resolution, — and to invoke the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, to IMMEDLVTELY RESCIND IT. And 
your memorialists further ask, that a copy of said protest and invocation 
may be sent to each of the Senators and Representatives of this Common- 
wealth in Congress, to be by them laid before that body. 

Mr. Hillard having concluded, Mr. Henry B. Stanton 
then addressed tlie committee, in substance, as follows : — 

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the Committee : — 

My name is attached to one of the memorials on your 
table. While I appear before you to urge the prayer of 
the petitioners, I come not as a political partisan. I am 
not a politician. Nor as a moral partisan. I represent 
no party in morals. Nor as an * abolitionist.' I appear 
before you as a citizen of this Commonwealth, yielding 
to none other in attachment to its prosperity and peace. 
But the highest character in which I stand before you to 
day, is that of a subject of God's moral government, f 
AM A MAN : and I address myself to MEN. From 
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the character of this Committee, I am persuaded that 
the prayer of these memorialists will receive a respectful 
and a patient consideration. If I am asked whether these 
petitioners are abolitionists, I can only conjecture. 
Many of them I know are not. Probably many of them 
are. Of their character, I may speak more fully in 
another connection. Setting myself aside, suffice it to 
say for the present, they are of the bone and muscle of 
the Commonwealth : — ^the industrious, the intelligent, the 
patriotic, the* moral. The men upon whose integrity, 
wisdom and firmness, the Commonwealth must rely in the 
hour of peril. Such men deserve a candid hearing. As 
to the number of the memorialists, it may be asked, have 
all, in the several towns who are friendly to the objects 
petitioned for, signed these memorials ? 1 am instructed 
to say, that this is by no means the case. Various circum- 
stances, prominent among which was lack of time, have 
conspired to render the number, both pf memorials and 
memorialists, much less than it would otherwise have been. 

The right of petition, the virtual denial of that right 
by Congress in its resolution of the 18th of January last, 
and the duty of this legislature to protest against said 
resolution, have been ably argued by the gentleman who 
has just sat down. I shall, therefore, confine my remarks 
to the first three propositions in the following memorial. 

^ To the Honorable tJve Senate and Hottst 

of Representatives of Massachmelts : 

The undersigned, citizens of Massachusctl;?, res|>ectfully pray your Ilon- 

omblebody: 

1st. To declare that Congress has a Constitutional right to abolish 
slavery and the slave trade iii Uie District of Columbia 

2d. To declare that this right ou?ht to be exercised witliout delay. 

•jd. To invoke the Senators and llepresentatives of this Commomvealth, 
ill Congress, to use their utmost exertions to procure the immediate abolition 
of slavery and the domestic slave trade within tlie limits of tlie District of 
Columbia. 

4th. To protest, in the name of Uie People of this state, against the reso- 
lution passed by the House of Representatives of the U. Stales on the 18lh 
of Jan., in reference to petitions on the subject of slavery.' 

The plan I shall pursue, in this discussion, is the fol- 
lowing : — 

1 * 



6 



REMARKS OF 



1. Inquire — Has Congress the Constitutional power to 
abolish slavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia ? 

2. Ought Congrevss — i. e. is it expedient for Congress 
to exercise this power immediately 1 

3. Has Massachusetts any interest and responsibility 
in regard to these questions 1 — and if so, is it such an in- 
terest, and such a responsibility, that she ought to grant 
the prayer of the petitioners 1 

Mr St. — Has Congress power to abolish slavery, and 
the slave trade, in the District of Columbia T 

My excuse fot discussing this branch of the inquiry, 
is — I. It is the hinge upon which all the questions of 
duty and expediency here at issue, turn. 2. The pover 
of Congress to do this, is now extensively denied. States- 
men and politicians, not only at the South, but even at 
the North, are striving, by some process, to make them- 
selves believe, against their better judgment, that, despite 
the plain provisions of the Constitution, Congiess has 
no right to interfere with slavery in the District. 

I boldly assume the position that Congress has this 
power. 

1. Permit me to trouble the Committee with some his- 
torical proof. 

This power has always been admitted till recently. 

(1.) Hon. Joel B. Sutherland, in a speech on the floor 
of Congress, in April, 1836, said, * Such a right [right 
to legislate upon the subject of slavery in the District] 
had never been till recently denied.'* 

(2.) The American Quarterly Review, published at 
Philadelphia, said, about a year since — *It would be 
hardly necessary to state this as a distinct proposition, 
[the power of Congress to abolish slavery and the slave 
trade in the District,] had it not been occasionally ques- 
tioned. The truth of the assertion, however, is too 
obvious to admit of argument, and we believe, has never 
been disputed by persons who are familiar with the Con- 



* See Globe, May 9, 1836. 
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stitiition.' The high reputation of this periodical, is well 
known to the Committee. 

(3.) In January, 1802, the Grand Jury of Alexan- 
dria, in the District, asked Congress for ' LE<iTSLATivE 
REDRESS,' from the * grievances' of the slave trade therein. 

(4.) In March, 1816, the House of Representatives, 
on motion of Hon. John Randolph, of Va., * Resolved, 
That a committee be appointed to inquire into the exist- 
ence of an inhuman and illegal traffic of slaves, carried 
on in and through the . District of Columbia, and to re- 
port whether any and what measures are necessary for 
putting a stop to the same.' 

(5.) In March, 1827, eleven hundred citizens of the 
District petitioned Congress for the abolition of the slave , 
trade, and the gradual abolition of slavery in the District. 

(6.) In 1826, the politica;l press in the District urged 
the recession of the District back to Maryland and Vir- 
ginia, on the ground that Congress possessed the power 
to abolish slavery in the District, and might be induced 
to exercise it.* 

(7.) On the 12th December, 1827, a memorial was 
presented by Hon. Mr. Barney, of Maryland, on the 
subject of slavery in the District, and was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. Hon. George McDi^e 
objected to the printing, but expressly admitted the right 
of Congress * to grant to the people of the District any 
measures, which they may deem necessary to free them- 
selves from this deplorable evil.' f 

(8.) In 1828, the Legislature of Pennsylvania, by an 
almost unanimous vote, adopted a resolution, requesting 
their Senators ' to procure, if practicable, the passage of 
a law to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia.' 

(9.) In January, 1829, the House of Representatives 
of the U. S., by a large majority, instructed the Com- 
mittee on the District, * to inquire into the expediency 
[not the potffcry] o^ providing by law for the gradual abo- 

" See Alexandria Gazette for 1826. 

f See Clairbourue's address to the people of Mississippi, in the Globe of 
May, 183G. . ^ 
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lition of slavery in the District.' How nobly, Mr. Chair- 
man, does this resolution contrast with those adopted by 
the House last session, — with the foggy and disgraceful 
report of Mr. Pinckney, with the unconstitutional resolu- 
tion of the 18th of January last, and the insane conduct 
of the House under that resolution ? Who will dare to 
deny, that in seven years, the cause of human freedom in 
this country, has fearfully retrograded ? But to return to 
our proofs. 

(iO.) In January, 1829, the Assembly of New York 
adopted a resolution, instructing their Senators, and re- 
questing their Representatives, *to make every possible 
exertion, to effect the passage of a law, for the Abolition 
of Slavery in the District of Columbia.' 

(11.) December 12, 1831, Hon. Mr. Adams presented 
Abolition memorials in the House of Representatives, and 
they were referred to the Committee on the District, com- 
posed entirely of slaveholders. The Committee reported, 
that * until the adjoining states act on the subject, it would 
be [not unqonstitutional, but] unwise and impolitic, 
if not unjust, for Congress to interfere, &.c.' 

(13.) Mr. Van Buren admits the power of Congress to 
abolish slavery in the District, in a letter, last year, to gen- 
tlemen in North Carolina, 

(13.) Pinckney's celebrated Report is compelled to 
concede the power to Congress. 

(14.) The Legislature of Vermont, at its late session, 
passed a resolution, declaring that Congress has this 
power. 

(15.) Mr. May's resolutions, recently introduced into 
the Virginia Legislature, proposing certain amendments 
to the United States' Constitution, impliedly admit the 
same. 

But, Sir, it cannot be necessary to multiply historical 
proofs, though I have more at hand. I have been thus 
wearisome in my details, that I might show : 1. That the 
great mass at the North, have conceded this right, as well 
as very many at the South. And now, if Congress does 
not possess this power, how came it tb be almost univer- 
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sally conceded, from the adoption of the Constitution on- 
ward, nearly forty years? 2. That Abolitionists are not 
the only * agitators ^ of this question : — but, that State 
Legislatures, Congress, and even the people of th^ District 
themselves, have been the leaders in this work. 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL ARGUMENT. 

Second. I now proceed to offer proof of a different 
character. In Article 1, Section 8, of the United States 
Constitution, we find this clause. * The Congress shall 
have power to exercise exclusive legislation, in all cases 
whatsoever, over such district (not exceeding ten miles 
square) as may, by session of particular states, and the ac- 
ceptance of Congress, become the seat of the government 
of the United States.' In pursuance of this clause, Mary- 
land and Virgihia ceded the District of Columbia to the 
United States, and Congress accepted the same. 

Virginia and Maryland claim no power over the Dis- 
trict. Nor does any other state. The District has no 
legislature, and therefore it cannot abolish slavery there. 

THE LEGISLATIVE POWER OF CONGRESS OVER THE DIS- 
TRICT. 

Congress, then, is the only law-making power for the 
District. The question then is, has it power to make a 
law abolishing slavery there ? All its power over the Dis- 
trict, is derived from the Constitution ; and it gives it * ex- . 
elusive legislation in all cases whatsoever.^ Is the Case of 
slavery excepted 1 No. Then of course it is included in 
the grant of power. 

THE ONLY LIMiT TO ITS POWER. 

But, it may be asked, is there no limit to the legislative 
power of Congress over the district 1 Certainly. There 
are some things, which no legislature in this country, can 
rightfully do. Such as, to pass ex post facto laws, laws 
sanctioning robbery, rape, murder, and all violations of 
iundamentd morality. So Congress, in regard to the Dis- 
trict, stands on the same ground with the law-making 
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power every where. It is limited by such and similar re- 
straints, and no further. Congress, then, having exclusive 
legislation in. all cases whatsoever, has power to do any 
thing, in that District, which the law-making power is 
competent to do any where. ThereforiB, if any State has 
power to abolish slavery within its own territory, Congress 
has this power in the District. 

It may be objected that states may have this power ; — 
the people having granted it to them in their Constitutions. 
Answer. 1. True, all power resides in the people ; — 
and they may confer more or less on their rulers. In some 
states, their Constitutions curtail the legislative power, so 
that it is not competent to abolish slavery. This power, 
however, resides in the people, and they can so alter their 
Constitutions, as to give this power to their legislatures. 
In some states, they have done so ; proving, conclusively, 
that when not restricted, the law-making power is, intrin- 
sically, competent to the abolition of slavery. But, 2. The 
authority of Congress over the District, is not curtailed, 
but extends to the outmost limit of power, with which a 
legislature may be invested by the people :— to wit, ' all 

CASES WHATSOEVER.' 

THE ONLY QUESTION AT ISSUE. 

The whole gist of the question, then, is this : — Is a kgis* 
lature, or the latD-malcing poicer over a given territory y 
competent to abolish slavery there, when that legislature 
possesses all the power lohich any legislature, under any 
circumstances, is competent to possess ? 

I answer. 1. liesrislative nower has done it in numer- 
ous mstances, in this and other countries. I confine my- 
self to this. In Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
New York, and New Jersey, slavery has b^en abolished by 
their respective legislatures.* Now, are all these abolitions 

* fn I^farch, 1780, Pennsylvania passed ' an act for the ^adual abolition 
of slavery/ In January, 1784, Connecticut passed a similar act. In the 
same year, Rhode Island did likewise. In March, 1799, New York did the 
same. In February, 1804, New Jersejy passed a similar law. 

It is not strictly true, that in any of these cases the slavery then existing 
was abolished, but only that prospective slavery wns abolished ; — ^i. e. all 
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null and void, because the law-making power is not com- 
petent to abolish slavery ? 

2. The same authority has abolished slavery in its 
parts. And if we select thos^ various parts from the dif- 
ferent states where the mutilations took place, and com- 
bine them, we shall discover that they constitute the es- 
sentials of slavery : — and thus, legislative authority having 
done it in all its parts , has done it in the aggregate, or 
whole. The ancient legislation of Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut, establish this truth.* 

SLAVERY THE CREATURE OP LAW. 

3. That the law-making power can aholisk slavery, is 
plain from the fact that it has created slavery. Slavery is 
the creature of law. Legislatures have enacted laws, and 
these laws have made the system legal. Let them repeal 
these laws, and it is no longer legal ; — in other words, is 
abolished. Law creates slavery. Can it not annihilate its 
own workmanship? 

COMMON LAW VS. SLAVERY. 

4. On the principles of the Common Law, slavery is 
every where null and void. Common law operates as an 
abolition act, whenever it comes in contact with slaverv. 
By it, every slave is free.t Hence, statute law sustains 
slavery ;•— and does it by violating common law. Repeal 
these statutes, and the great fundamental principles, on 
which the common law is based, would batter down the 
walls of this American Bastile 1 

children born of slave parents were declared free, some at birth, others at a 
certain age, &c. (See Stroud's " Sketch/' from p. 129 to 145.) Yet this 
does not affect the argument. For these acts estalblish the fact, that legis- 
lative power is competent to the destruction of slavery. Beside^, in New 
York, in March, '.817, earwdVifi* slavery was immediately abolished by the 
Legislature. [Note to second edition.] 
* See Stroud, pp. 23, 24. 

i See Hargrave's profound argument in the celebrated case of Sommer- 
sett, 20 How. State Trials, 61. See 2 Salkeld's Rep. 666, Smith vs. 
Brown & Cooper \ and same vs. Gould. C. J. Holt declares, that ' as soon 
as a negro comes mto Endand, he becomes fre«. One cannot be a slave 
m England,' ' Man may be the owner, and therefore cannot be the subject 
of property I* 
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SLAVERY SOMETIMES THE CREATURE OF USAGE. 

It has been objected to this view of the subject, that in 
some states, slavery is not sustained by statutes, but mere- 
ly by general usage, and custom : hence, it is not com* 
petent for the Legislature to annihilate it, because it did 
not create it. 

To this I answer, 1. Then, in such states, the legisla- 
tures should not make stealing and rohhery illegal, for 
they are customary and usual ! 2. Is not the grand 
object of government, to secure to its subjects their 
natural rights? And have legislatures no power to pre- 
vent one half of their subjects, from making common 
plunder of the rights and immunities of the other half, 
merely because this high-handed robbery is customary 
and usual ? 

3. But this objection does not cast its shadow e^en 
upon the border ground of the question before us. Con- 
gress can abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, be- 
cause it exists there now by act of Congress. 

HOW CONGRESS GOT POSSESSION OF THE DISTRICT. THE 

CESSION. ■ 

Let us recur to history. On the 23d December, 1788, 
Maryland passed an act, to cede to Congress, ' any dis- 
trict in the state, not exceeding ten miles square, which 
the Congress may fix upon, and accept for the seat of 
government of the United States.' 

On the 3d of December, 1789, Virginia did the same, 
in these words, * And the same is hereby foreVer Ceded to 
the Congress and Government of the United States, in 
full and absolute right ^ and exclusive jurisdiction, as 
well of soil as of persons residing or to reside thereon, 
pursuant to the tenor and effect of the eighth section 
of the first article of the Constitution.' Slavery then 
existed, in both these states. 

CONGRESS CREATED SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT. 

On the 16th July, 1790, Congress acceptewi the cession, 
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and provided, that the existing laws of those states (slave 
code and all) should remain in force * until Congress 
shall otherwise provide.^ Thus Congress adopted the slave 
codes of Maryland and Virginia, as its own, for the gov- 
ernment of the District, and under these laws, the slaves 
of that District are held. When Congress accepted the 
domain, and provided by law for the government of the 
District, then the laws of Maryland and Virginia over the 
ten miles square, ceased ; and, had not Congress re." 
enacted iheix slave laws, every slave in the District would 
have been free 1 But Congress continued, yea, virtually, 
to all intents and purposes, re'estdblished slavery there, 
and thus made us A SLAVEHOLDING NATION. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, the power to repeal this act of Con« 
gress by which the slave code was re-established, must 
exist somewhere. Where ? Not in the Legislature of 
Maryland : nor in the Legislature of Virginia : nor in the 
District : but, IT RESIDES IN CONGRESS. 

THE DRAWBACKS. THE PROVISOS. 

But, it is asserted, that in all this reasoning. We forget 
the terms of the cession ; — ^th^ drawbacks and the pro* 
visos : — and now, say gentlemeri of the Pinckney school, 
if Congress should abolish slavery in the District, it 
would violate the conditions on which Maryland and Vir- 
ginia ceded it to the United States ! 

Answer. Look to the acts of cession. (L) In that 
of Maryland, there was no drawback or proviso. Hence, 

ish slavery over that portion of the District 1 (2.) The 
act of Virginia had a proviso touching the * soil,' viz : — 
*That nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
vest in the United States any right of property in the soi7, 
or to affect the rights of individuals therein, otherwise 
than the same shall or may be transferred by such individ- 
uals to the United States.' What, Sir, can be plainer, 
than that this specification about the rights of individuds 
in the soil, was to define more accurately that clause of 
the act of cession — ' Full and absolute eight !' And, 
2 
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instead of the proviso concerning the soily operating to 
restrain the action of .Congress upon slavery and other 
subjects, it even more fully authorizes and confirms its 
action upon points where there is no limitation, than did 
the act itself! For, a specific exception, as to a single 
particular, only proclaims all other particulars exempt 
from the exception. 

A QUESTION 

(3.) If Maryland and Virginia did really design to 
limit the power of Congress^over slavery in the District, 
why not add half a dozen words to these acts, and the 
thing is done ? Why not, at least, throw out some hint, 
in that direction ? But not a word ! 

(4.) That clause of the Constitution which defines 
the power of Congress over the District, was referred, to 
both by Maryland and Virginia, in their acts of cession, 
and those acts declared to be in pursuance of it. Now, 
the question we have to settle is, not whether these acts 
of cession, in all their minutias, harmonized or coriflicted 
with that clause of the Constitution ; — but, tohat are the 
poioers toMch that clause gives to Congress ? Those acts 
could neither give nor take away power from Congress. 
The Constitution either gives to Congress the power to 
abolish slavery in the District, or it withholds it ; — and 
that question is to be determined by the terms of the Con^ 
stitution, and i^ot, I humbly apprehend, by the legislation 
of Maryland and Virginia. And the fact, that Congress 
accepted the cession, proves, that in their opinion, the 
terms of the acts, contained no limitation of the power 
of * exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever.- * 

* As there is much misapprehension^ and no little ignorance, concerning 
these acts of cession, they are here inserted entire, notwithstanding their 
length. [Note to sec^-oud edition.] 

1. Maryland. ^An act to cede to Congress a district of ten miles 
square in this state for the seat of the government of the United States. 

Be it enacted^ by the gene.rol assembly of Marylandy that the representa- 
tives of this state in the House of Representatives of the Congress of (he 
United States, appointed to assemble at New York, on -the first Wednesday 
of March next, be, and they arc hereby authorized and required, on tlie be- 
half of this state, to c^e to the Congress of the United States, any distric* 
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UxNJlJST TO MARYLAND AND VIRGINIA. THEIR SUPPOSI- 
TIONS. 

It has been gravely urged, that if Maryland and Vir- 
ghiia had supposed, that the Constitution gave Congress 
]>ower to abolish slavery in the District, they never would 
have ceded it to the United States ; hence for Congress to 
do so, would be unjust to those States. 

in this slate, not exceeding ten mllos square, which the Congress may fix 
t^pon and accept for the seat ol' government of lise United States/ Passed 
at the November session, 1788. See Laws of Maryland, Vol. 2, November 
session, 1788, chap. 46. 

2. Virginia. ' An act for the cession of ten miles square, or any lesser 
quantity of territory within this state, to the Uniteci Stales, in Cong''ess as- 
hcnibled, for the permanent scat of the General Government. . 

Sect. 1. WHEREAS the equal and common bcnofiis resuliuiff from the 
administration of the general governmcni will be best diftuscd, and its opc- 
raiion become more prompt and certain, by estai)lishing' such a situation for 
the scat of the said government, as will be most central and convenient to 
ihe citizens of the United Svates at large, havina; regard as well to population 
extent of territor3r, and a free navigation to tlie Atlantic ocean through the? 
Chesapeake bay, as to the most direct and ready comuiumcalion with our 
foilow-citizcns in the western frontier j Ami lolierf.'fs it appears to this As- 
sembly, that a situation combining- all the conskicrations and advanlao'es 
before recited, may be had on the banks of the river Patowma^k, above tide 
water, in a country rich and fertile in soil, healthy and salubrious in climate, 
and abounding in all the necessaries and conveniences of life, where, in a lo- 
cation of ten miles square, if the wisdom of Congress shall so direct, the 
Slates of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, may participate in such lo- 
cation; 

Be it therefore enacted by ihe General A sxci}ihly,i\v>.\i a tract of ccunlry, 
not exceeding ten miles square, or any lesser quantitv, to be located widiiu 

(Nr. llrw^Ua . -.t~»- 1 ?— - . -I i' ^< -~ l. .. I 

rod, shall be, and the same is here!>y forever ceded and relinquished to t!ie 
(^ong^rcss and ghveniment of the llnited States, in full and alisclr.'.o right, 
and exclusive jurisdiction as well of soil, as of persons, rosidin^^ cr to reside 
thereon, pursuant to the tenor and effect df the eighih section of the lirsl 
article of the Constitution of the government of the United States : 

Sect, 2. Provided, that nothing- herein contained, shall be construed to 
vest in the United States any right of property in the Koii, or to afifect the 
rigiits of individuals therein, otherwise than the same shall or may be trans- 
fo! rc<l by such individuals to tlie United States. 

Sect. 3. And provided also, that the jurisdiction of the lavt's of thisxom- 
monweallh, over the persons and property of individuals residing within tlie 
ihisils of the cession aforesaid, shall not cease or dcilermine, until Congress, 
having accepted the said cession, sliall by law provide for the government 
thereof, under their jurisdiction, in manner provided by the article of the 
Constitution before recited.* . , 

Passed 3d December, 1789. See Virginia 'Statutes at large,' Vol. 13. 
chap. 32. . 
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Answer. 1. They did cede it ; — Congress did accept 
it ; — and then the power of these States ceased, and the 
power of Congress commenced. The only question is, 
What IS the Constitutional power of Congress o^'^cr the 
District, and not what were the suppositions of Mary- 
land and Virginia? They may have had divers notions 
about the subject. But, I am yet to learn, that their 
notions either alter, or abrogate, the clause in question ; — 
or, that these States, are the authorized interpreters of 
the Constitution of this republic. 

2. These States had given in their sanction to the Con- 
stitution, before the cession. They knew such a clause 
existed ; — and that if they ceded territory to the United 
States, under that clause, Congress would possess ail the 
power over the territory after the cession, which they pos- 
se<?sed before. How then could they have supposed, that 
Congress had no power to abolish slavery in the District ? 
Sir, it is the love of slavery, which gives cohr to this 
idea, 

THE COMPACT I A VIOLATION OF THE PUBLIC FAITH ! 

But, the compact;— Sir, the compact. We are 
told, the South would never have ratified the Constitution, 
if they had supposed it gave Congress this power ; — and 
hence, to exercise the power, would be a violation of 
the public faith. And it is asserted, that there was a 
general understanding to that eftect, both at the North 
and the South. Sir, on this part of the subject, it re- 
quires all one's self-possession to keep cool. I assert that 
the North never would have ratified that Constitution if 
it had not fully understood, that by its terms, Congress 
did possess this power. So far was she from supposing, 
at the time of adopting the Constitution, that Congress 
had not this power, she most religiously believed, that 
that instrument inflicted a death blow upon slavery gen- 
erally, and that the whole system wculd soon die. By its 
provisions, the foreign slave trade was to cease, after 
1808. The prevailing opinion in Europe and in America 
at the time the Constitution was ratified, was, that if this 
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was destroyed, siavery itself must die. Judge Wilson, a 
meuibor of the Convention which formed the Constitu- 
tion, pronounced the Article granting to Congress the 
power to stop this trade, * one of the loveliest of its fe?.- 
tsires, diffusing beauty over its whole aspect. He con- 
s^iJered this power, equivalent to authority bestowed on 
Con ri'cry^^ to exterminate slavcri/ J ^ 

Massachusetts' suppositions. 

Aiifl, Sir, what were Massachusetts' * suppositions ' when 
she rati (led this Constitution ? In the debate upon the 
iustrument, in her Convention, Maj, Gen. Ileath, of the 
Revolutionary Army, said : * Two questions naturally 
arose in his rnind. If we ratify this Constitution! shall we 
do a2iy thing by that act, to hold men in slavery t Shall 
v/e become partakers in other men's sins? lie tliouglit 
not. Congress had gone as far as it could. Slavery was 
c^rfiiined to the States now cxhting. It could not Le ex- 
t:^ ided. By their ordinanct^, ConirrcGs h:id declared that 
the New Stites should be republicaii St lies, and have no 
slavery.'t This, Sir, is Revolutionary testimony. 

In the same Convention, Judges Dawes suid, ' We are 
c-ithsr to consider the blacks of the South as property, or 

* \\ is asserted, that the South never would have ratified the Constitution, 
ifsiio l.Pvd supposed it gave Consre'.s power Jo abolish slavery wiihin the tea 
nilos scjuare. This S7fpposition, it is contended;, nullifies the plain provisions 
of that uistrument ! Lotus array supposition ag-aiusl sttpposttion, and then 
i«riy out this strange doctrine. AVould the A'or^i ever nave ratified that 
( !;iuse of the Constiiution which givf''* to the property of the South a rcprc- 
stutaiion in Congress, if she had ' supposed,' tlinl in iirSr, there 'vonld ha 
no less than twenty-five members, representing- this property, on the floor 
ofConj^ress 1 — and the number constantly increasing 1 At the time of rati- 
fying the Constitution, the North had every reason to suppose thai slavery 
was to have been abolished lon^ ere this day. Instead of this, the slaves 
have increased to two and a half millions, and the South, mainly by means 
of her property representation, has carried every question in Cong^ress an;^aln>;t 
the North, for the last twenty -five years. Now, suppose the North should 
whine about her suppositions ccncerning the abolition of slavery, and, because 
they had not been realized, should uisisl that the clause of the Constitution 
which ffives to the South a properly representation, was null and void j 
would the South accord to it ? To interpret the Constitution by the srippo- 
siiions of its ratifiers, would involve us in the profownd of absurdity and 
contradiction. [Note to 2d Edition.] 

t KllioTt's Debates. 
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freemen. Our own state laws, and our own Constitution, 
would lead us to regard these blacks as freemen, and so 
indeed would our ideas of natural justice.' Judge D. then 
referred to the article of the Constitution concerning the 
foreign slave trade, in terms of high eulogium. Said he, 

* We may say, that although slavery is not smitten with an 
apoplexy, yet it has received a mortal wound, and will die 
of consumption.'* 

Truly, Sir, may not Massachusetts nmo exclaim, * Our 

FaTHERvS ! WHERE ARE THEY ? ' 

Judge Dana, and Hon. John Adams, members of the 
Convention, rejoiced over that provision of the Constitu- 
tion which limited the slave trade, — ' odious and abhorrent,' 
as they termed it. 

Mr. Backus denounced slavery. He trusted it would 
die^ as his friend Judge Dawes had said, of consumption, 

* The gospel,' said he,, * has placed all men on a level. 
"Ye are bought with a price; be ye not the servants of 
men." ' * 

Mr. Neal and Gen. Thompson opposed the clause 
which put off the preventing of the slave trade till 1808. 
Said Mr. N., *I protest against any thing which shall 
favor the making merchandise of men.' Gen. T., in the 
course of a vehement speech, exclaimed, ' Mr. President, 
shall it be said, that after we have established our own 
independence and freedom, we make slaves of others? 
Washington what a name he has ! how has he immor- 
talized himself! But, Sir, he still continues to hold those 
ill slavery, who have as good a right to freedom as him- 
self!'* ' 

Sir, these w^ere the doctrines of this state in the olden 
time. This her understanding of the compact. Upon 
whom have the mantles of our fathers fallen ? 

WHAT WAS THE COMPACT ■? 

Were there time, I would detail a long catalogue of 
facts, showing, that if there was any compact between 
the North and the South, besides the written compact, it 

* EIIiotl»8 Deljafcs. ~ ' ' 
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was not a vRo-slavertf ^ but an ANTI-slavery compact. 
True to the pledge, the North returned from the Conven- 
tion, and commenced the work of abolition. Numerous 
abolition societies were formed in Pennsylvania, Connecti- 
cut, Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, and even in 
Maryland and Virginia. And numerous addresses and 
sermons denouncing slavery, were put forth by the Pinck- 
neys, the Jays, the Franklins, the Rushes, the Edwardses, 
the Hopkinses, and theStileses of that day. Patrick Henry 
and Thomas Jefferson were not silent. And, by the great 
m iss of the country, it was hoped, believed, and under- 
stood, that long, long ere this, the last vestige of slavery 
was to have rotted in a dishonored grave. Th^n, Sir, I 
go for the Compact ! 

CONGRESS CANNOT IMPAIR THE RIGHT OF PROPERTY. 

It is further objected to abolition in the District, that 
Congress cannot justly impair the right of private property ; 
and that slaves, being property, their emancipation, by 
hivv, would be unjusl to the owner. 

To this it may be replied, that Congress does not only 
impair the right of private property, but it anmliilates it, 
so long as its own laws withhold from the slave his private 
property and such property too ; — not merely his prop- 
erty in his earnings, \ at in hiniself I 

Reference is frequently made to the 7th Article of the 
Amendments of the U. S. Constitution, which says, *nor 
shall private property be taken for public use without just 
compensation,* as proving the injustice of abolition by 
Co-ngress. Bui this clause manifestly fefers to the Taking 
of individual property for governmental uses. Nothing 
like this is done in the abolition of slavery. 

CONGRESS CAN ESTABLISH JUSTICE. 

In the Preamble to the United States Constitution, one 
of the reasons assigned for its formation is, ' to estab- 
lish JUSTICE.' The emancipation of the slave, is not to 
wrest from any rightful owner his private property, but 1% 
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to establish justice between the slave' and his master. It 
is giving to the slave what is 'jvM and equal,' — his -own 
body : — himself. It is saying that the slave's body and 
mind are his : and that he has a right to them. When 
Congress abolishes slavery, it establishes justice between 
tv/o men, — giving to the slave his own, and taking from 
t]ie master what never, in justice, belonged to hini. To 
o-lvc the slave personal ownership, is, however, far from 
hi!i justice to him. That would demand of the master 
fuil compensation — not merely saying to him, * rob the 
slivc iio longer, but pay him for past robberies.' And, 
in.ieed, has Congress no right to do this? "What ! a gov- 
crnnjejit no pavver to do justice between its subjects? No 
p) ver t) keep one portion from robbing another? Such 
a .i>vor:inient i:^ a mockery! a nullity! . • 

PniVATE PROPERTY JS SUBJECT TO LEGISLATION. 

B;jt, in the abolition of slavery, Congress would do 
II :ithirii2 i.iore \\\ regard to private property, than is done in 
c;c:y logLs'itare in the nation. Laws are made every 
Vviiero, rni^'iji'jting transactions between persons r-adjustiiig 
t relallve cLiims of difierent classes ; employers and em- 
p oygd ; guardians and wards; masters and apprentices: 
tho exercise of professions; and the prosecution of 
ti j loF. All such laws (and certainly they are no curi- 
o-i ty !) affect the rights and property of individuals; and 
the.v are desif/ned so to affect them as Ho cstahlhh 
justice.' The repeal of the old law of entailments, and 
the enacting of the statute of liniiiaiiyns i—the fe^^^^^^^ 
tion by law of the alienation of property, its transmis- 
sion by descent, and by will, the saying who shall 
and who shall not be heirs, and how it shall be di- 
vided among them : — -all these statutory provisions, most 
seriously affect the right of private property. And yet, who 
ever doubted the power of legislation to do such acts? 
And, Sir, Slavery has been abolished in New York, and 
other states by statute ! This has never been considered 
as any violation of private property. 
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CONGRESS HAS LURED THE OWNERS TO INVEST PROPERTY 

IN SLATfcS. 

A very plausible objection to this doctrine has been 
urged, which I will briefly notice, and then leave the 
question, as to the power of Congress to do this work. It 
is said, that the national legislature, has lured the slave- 
holders into the investment of property in slaves; has 
said to them, by its laws, * go on and purchase, and we 
will protect you,' therefore, it would be great injustice in 
the same legislature, to destroy property thus invested. 

I answer, 1. Slavery is rank injustice to the slave : — a 
cruel wrong. Has Congress no right to correct its own, 
wrong? 

2. The government and the slaveholder, should be 
regarded as common wrong doers shall I say, common 
robbers ? Either one, or both, may repent, without 

DOING INJUSTICE. 

MAN CANNOT BE PROPERTY. 

3. The National legislature has lured the slaveholder 
to invest property in MEN ? Then, these holders must 
run the risk of such investment ! Property in men ! Talk 
of property in fixed stars, but not in immortal souls ! 
Man's superior right to himself, over the claims of 
another, is self-evident. It stands pre-eminent among the * 
essentials of his moral nature. His right to liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness, is inalienable. Our Declara- 
tion of Independence utters it, and human conscious- 
ness, from its inner temple, responds Amen ! Con- 
gress has iiired the olaveholders to inv^^st money in 
human souls ! And, the poor deluded masters, they will 
sink their money if the victims of their rapacity are per- 
mitted to regain possession of their own souls 1 Impious 
whining 1 Sacrilegious fraud ! It overlooks entirely the 
rights and the interests of the slave. Its sympathies all 
cluster around the pocket of the robber, rather than the 
heart of the robbed. 

But, it is ridiculous, as well as impious. Speculators, 
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who invest their riches in human flesh, must look out that 
those riches don't take to themselves heelsj and run away ! 
Suppose your legislature should charter a stock company, 
which should issue scrip, payable by a tax on the sunshine 
which fell on Nantucket. Suppose gentlemen of property 
and standing, should invest large sums in this scrip, and 
should be flushed with the expectation of making large 
profits in this sunshine speculation. But lo ! when they 
sent their collectors to that bustling island, the people 
should stoutly refuse to pay the tax; — insisting, that a 
Beneficent Providence sent his sunshine with an equally 
liberal hand upon all, whether evil or good. And, then, 
these speculators in sunshine—scrip, should whine around 
the doors of your legislature, that they had been lured 
into this investment, that it was hard, they had sunk 
money, and so forth. Would not cofnmon sense reply to 
them, that * those who invest property in sunshine, must 
expect small gains?' Sir, it is much more clearly a self- 
evident proposition, that a man has an inalienable right 
to his own body, than that he. has an inalienable right to 
the sunshine which falls upon that body. 

The Committee then adjourned till the next day, at 3 
P. M. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, FEB. 24. 

The Committee met in the Representatives' Hall, pur- 
suant to adjournment. In continuation of his argument, 
Mr. Stanton addressed them, in substance, as follows : 

.1 am aware, Mr. Chairman, that it is customary, on oc- 
casions like this, to commence by descanting upon the 
ir.ipQrtancp of the subject under discussion. This is com- 
mon place. I dislike to stoop to it on the present occa- 
sion, lest my reasons for so doing should be regarded as 
triyiai; Yet, I will ruii the hazard. In courts of justice, 
tli^i advocate often trembles, as be rises to address the jury, 
when the pecuniary interests of his client are at stake : 
then what should be my feelings, when 1 ^'*se to address 
you, not in behalf of the pecuniary interests of one client, 
but in behalf of the liberties and the lives, the interests, 
temporal and eternal, of thousands? Ay, more; — the 
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questions here discussed, are -not confined in their bear- 
ings, to the slaves in the District of Coiumbia ; nor in this 
nation. The cause of freedom throughout the world; the 
honor of God's law, will be deeply affected by your delib- 
erations. The interests here involved, are co-ex. ensive 
with human hopes and human happiness ; v/ide as the 
universe, lasting as eternity, high as heaven. Then, Sir, 
the slave, the master, this Commonwealth, the nation, the 
wofid, Jehovah himself, demand that >ve deliberate, pa- 
tiently, cautiously, impartially. And, gentlemen, your 
constituents will pardon you for so doing. No subject is 
more discussed by them, than that now before you ; and 
the intensity of their feelings, not less than their immedi- 
ate concernment, requires this deliberation at your hands,, 
The committees of the honorable body, whom you repre- 
sent, spend many weeks in the investigation of Banks, 
R-ail-roads, and kindred subjects, and shall you not devote 
a few brief hours to a matter, whose importance as im- 
measurably overshadows all pecuniary and fiscal interests, 
as liberty is more worth than money. 

And I ask the indulgent attention of the Committ;ee, 
because I believe, that as you shall decide, so the Legis- 
lature will act. Your nunciber is unusually large; you 
justly have the confidence of the House, and to you they 
look to mature this subject for their action. Upon you, 
therefore, rests the responsibility fpf a decision. Hear me 
then for ray cause, and bear" With me, because T plead liot 
only for, the suffering, but the dumb. 

THE QUE3TI0N STATED. 

The question which will now occupy our attention, is 
the second one proposed yesterday, viz: — Ought Con- 
gress immediately to abolish slavery , and the slave trade, 
in the District of Columbia ? The power Congress to 
do this, was discussed yesterday. Our present business is 
with the ca:j?ei?ec?ic3/ of exercising that power. 

SLAVERY A POLITICAL AND MOIlAL WllONG. 

1. I contend that Congress should immediately abolish 
slavery and the slave trade in that District, because sjayery 
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is a system at war with natural justice and moral equi- 
ty is a political and a moral wrong : — a sin against man 
and God. Hence, no political or moral considerations 
can justify its continuance for a moment, * Justice/ says 
Gov. McDuffie, * is the highest expediency — and I am 
sure South Carolina is the last state in the Union, that 
would knowingly violate the sacred canon of political 
morality.* Shall Massachusetts be behind South Carolina 
in political morality t Before I entered the House this 
afternoon, a friend remarked to me, that it would be of no 
use to urge the odious character of slavery to satisfy this 
Committee of the expediency of its immediate abolition. 
Sir, I will not believe it. Is it true, that the detestable and 
impious nature of slavery, is not, to the head and heart of 
a Massachusetts legislator, the highest reason for its im- 
mediate and total annihilation? Is the old Pilgrim spirit 
quenched within the legislative halls of this Common- 
wealth ? God forbid. 

SLAVERY MAKES MEN THINGS. 

What then is slavery? It is the worst of all oppres- 
sions. It robs men of their distinctive characteristics as 
rational and immortal beings, and makes them things. In 
the language of the slaveholding code, (and slavery is the 
creature of law,) * Slaves are deemed, sold, taken, reputed 
and adjudged in law to be chattels persohai, in the hands 
bf their owners and possessors, and their executors, ad- 
ministrators, and assigns, to all intents, constructions, and 
purposes whatsoever.'* Thus, the master has as absolute 
ownership over his slave, as over any other property. The 
statute lin-creates the slave as a man, and re-creates him a 
chattel. 

IT DESTROYS ALL MAN's RIGHTS. HOW? 

It annihilates all his rights by annihilating his manhood, 
by virtue of which alone, he is an owner of rights. His 
Creator endowed him with sacred rights, pre-eminent 



* Stroud's " Sketch of the laws relating to slavery,** p. 2S a work which 
every free men, and especially every legislator, snaald posses$. 
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among which was the right of personal ownership. Hav- 
ing robbed him of this pre-eminent right, the law is con* 
sisteat, when it says, * a slave can do nothing, possess 
nothing, acquire nothing;'* for, in the language of the 
same code, he * is not to be ranked among seiitient, ra* 
tional beings, but among things, as an article of property.* 
To rob men of propc7^ty is manifestly unjust,, and your 
Legislature would not hesitate a moment to declare it ex- 
pedient to stop such robbery instantly; — but, tQ ro& iiien 
vfthmsches : — ah, that is indeed a * delicate question ! ^ 
Slavery thrusts its robber-ann too far to excite the abhor- 
rence of political morality. If it stopped at the pocket, 
the civilized world would cry out against it ; — -but, when 
it goes through the pocket to the man himself^ cmd by 
force takes him, body and soul, and converts him into 
merchandise, and herds him with four-footed beasts and 
creeping things, then its abdlition is a question of doubtr 
fill expediency ! To steal your purse, Mr. Chairman, 
would be palpable injustice ;— but to take yourself, and 
thus annihilate the sun in the solar system of your rights, 
around which all your other rights revolve, and upon 
which they depend, and v^thout which they are not, is 
Hut a venial offence : and to rebuke it, much more to 
prevent it, is of questionable expediency 1 

Sir, slavery is the acme of injustice and impiety. God 
gave to man his faculties to be employed in the promo- 
tiou of his own happiness. But slavery regards the slave 
not as a being possessing rights and susceptibilities of 
happiness, but as a mere means of happiness to his mas- 
tor. The object of the system is not to promote the good 
of the slave, but to use him to promote the gocid of anoth- 
er. He is not permitted to use his powers of body, of 
mind, of ^oul, to advance his Own hjippiness, or the happi- 
ness of others, or to obey his God. Yea, the profit and 
the pleasure of the owner are the end for whicli the slave 
is permitted to exist ! He only lives that he may be prof- 
itable to his master ! 

* Stroud, p. 22. 

3 
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MEN ANNtHlLATED. 

In the District of Columbia, there are seven thousand 
Americans, bearing Jehovah's image, and touched with 
His immortal fire, who are, by statutory enactments, abso- 
lutely annihilated as beings possessing rights and suscep- 
tibilities of happiness; are permitted to live only as ap- 
pendages to the existence of others; as mere articles 
of convenience to be used for the pleasure of others ; and, 
so far as it is in the power of human legislation to do it, 
are divested of every right, natural, social, intellectual, 
political and mpral, and are crowded out of God's creation 
into the chaos of . an anomalous existence, where they 
are regarded and treated neither as men, nor yet as 
things : — neither as rational beings, nor yet as brutes ;— 
but as SLAVES. 

SOMEBODY RESPONSIBLE. WHO? 

For this daring,— this impious crusade against Jehovah 
and His works, somebody is responsible. Who is it? 
THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES. 
This system is its handy work. It lives, and moves and 
has its being in that District, by the express permission 
of Congress. Then let that body, let those who elect thnt 
body, and those who have influence with that body, take 
the responsibility of continuing this system of * compli- 
cated vill any ; ' but let them answer it to that Being, who 
has said, * Vengeance is mine, I will repay.' 

THE RIGHT OF PROPERTY THE SOURCE OF CRUELTY. 

The right of absolute ownership over the slave as a 
chattel, is the fountain head, from which all the cruelties 
of the system flow. The innumerable inflictions^ exactions 
and privations, such as stripes, toil, denial of wages, with 
all the other positive evils of the system, flow spontaneously 
from this source, 

SLAVES NO PROTECTION OF LAW. 

Having robbed the slave of himself, and thus made him 
a thingj Congress is consistent in denying to him all pro- 
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tection of law as a man. His labor is coerced from him, 
by laws passed by Congress : — No bargain is made, no 
wages given. His provender and covering are at the will 
of his owner. His domestic and social rights, are as en- 
tirely disregarded, in the eye of the law, as if Deity had 
never instituted the endearing relations of husband and 
vvife, parent and child, brother and sister. THERE IS 
NOT' THE SHADOW OF LEGAL PROTECTION 
FOR THE FAMILY STATE AMONG THE SLAVES 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. What think 
you of this, Sir, as a husband and a father ? Neither is 
there any real protection in law, for the limbs and the lives 
of the slaves of that District. The shadow of legal pro- 
jection for life and limb, is indeed extended to them, but 
the substance is not there. No slave can be a party 
before a judicial tribunal, in the capital of this Republic, 
in any species of action against any person, no matter 
liovv atrocious may have been the injury received. He is 
not known to the law as a person; — ^much less, a person 
having civil rights. Says Judge Stroud, in his admirable 
'Sketch of the laws relating to slavery,' "it is an inflex- 
ible and universal rule of slave law, that the testimony 
of a colored person, whether bond or free, cannot be 
received against a white person ! ! "* Slavery thus puts 
the life of its victims into the power of the master. 
The master may murder by system, with complete legal 
impunity, if he perpetrates his deeds only in the pres- 
ii:ic« of o'jiored personal What think you as a Legis- 
lator, sir, of such a system in the Capital of a land of 
light and law, — which boasts of equal rights, of trials 
j'i^y> courts of justice, and whose Constitution «ays, 
" no person shall be deprived of life, libt.ty, or property, 
without due process of law?" Is it expedient to abolish 
it? And this system, in that District, is hereditary and 
perpetual.f 



* Stroud, p. 27. » 

t For 3 fuli e^fhibUioo of the legal condition of the slave, see Stroud, p. 25, 
and onward. 
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CIVIL GOVERNMENT A CURSE. 

Thus Congress, in regard to one-fifth of those over 
whom it exercises exclusive legislation, has perverted civil 
law from a blessing into a curse ; and, to its victims, has 
made our free institutions an engine of the most odious 
tyranny. It is the constitutional guardian of the rights, 
and the sworn protector of the interests, of all the people 
in that District. It has offered the rights of seven thou- 
sand citizens, a bleeding sacrifice on the altar of cupid- 
ity, passion and power. IT IS RECREANT TO ITS 
HIGH TRUSTS.^= 

THE SLAVE TRADE IN THE DISTRICT. 

But, sir, the slave trade in that District demands our at- 
tention. How humiliating, that the Capital of our nation 
should be one of the foulest slave markets in the world ! 

miner's RESOLUTION. 

In January, 1829, the House of Representatives of the 
United States, on motion of the Hon. Mr. Miner, of Pa. 
adopted a resolution, by a vote of 114 to 66, a part of 
whose preamble I will read. 

" SI ave dealers, j^aining" confidence from impunity, have made the seat of 
the federal government their head quarters for carrying- on the domestic 
slave trade. 

The public prisons have been extensively used, (perverted from the 
purposes for which they were erected.) for carrying on the domestic slave 
trade. 



* It will be perceived, that in my remarks upon the sin of slavery, I have 
scarcely alluded to its incidental cruellies : — its stripes, lacerations, starva- 
tions, coercions, robbery of wages, chains, murders : — nor, to, the fact, that 
it hurls its victims to the depths of mental degradation, blots out the intellect, 
tramples down the upward aspirations of the spirit, breaks the heart, whelms 
hope in desjjair, and ruins the soul ; — but, have dwelt chiefly upon the fun- 
damental crime of the system, — the holding and usingjnan as property ; thus, 
by rising men as mere mea/is to the attainment of ends, disregarding and con- 
temning the sacred and immutable distinction which God has instituted be- 
tvveeri rational beings and things. It is the transformation of Jehovah's 
image into mercharidise, which constitutes the essential guilt of slavery. 
From this poisonous trunk, all the branches of this Bohon Upas spread out, 
laden with deadly fniit. [Note to 2d Edition.] 
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" Officers of the federal government have been employed, and derive 
emolumenls from carr^'in^ on the domestic slave trade. 

" Private and secret prisons exist in the District for carrying on the traffic 
in human bein^. 

** The trade is not confined to those who are slaves for life ; but persons 
having a limited lime to serve, are bought by the slave-dealers, and sent 
where redress is hopeless. 

" Others are kidnapped and hurried away before they can be rescued. 

" Instances of death, from4he anguish of despair, exhibited in the District, 
mark the cruelty of this traffic. 

" Instances of maiming and suicide, executed or attempted, have been 
exhibited, growing out of this traffic within the District. 

" Scenes of human beings exposed at public vendue are exhibited, here, 
permitted by the laws of the general government. 

" A write*r in a public print in the District has set forth, ' that to those who 
have never seen a spectacle of the kind (exhibited by Uie slave trade) no 
description can give an adequate idea of its horrors.' " 

THE PUBLIC prison: A SLAVE DEPOT. 

In a speech in support of his resolution, Mr. Miner 
makes the following statement in regard to the jail in 
Washington. 

"By papers furnished me by the keeper, it appepfs that in the last five 
years, more than four hundred and fifty persons had been confined in the 
public prison of the city — a prison under the control of Congress, and reg- 
ulated by its laws— for sale m the process of the slave trade. Such, said 
Mr. M., is not the intention for which the prison was erected. Pennsyl- 
vania, so far as she is concerned, and her means are appropriated to repair 
and keep up the prison, I am confident in saying, does not and n-sver has 
iiilended that it should be used for this purpose." 

Nearly three hundred others were, during the same 
period, taken up and imprisoned as runaways in the 
vsamejail. 

CASH PAID FOR AMERICANS! 

The following advertisement is cut from a recent Wash- 
ington paper. 

" CASH. FOR 400 NEGROES.'* 

" Including both sexes, from 12 to 25 years of a'ge. Persons having 
likely.servants to dispose of, will find it to their interest to give us a call, 
as we will give hightr prices in cash than any other purchaser who is now, 
or may hereafter come into this market." 

" FRANKLIN & ARMFIELD," 

Franklin & Armfield are extensive dealers in human 
flesh, at the Capital. They have a regular line of *^ Pack- 
ets," ninning from Alexandria to Nigw Orleans, who^ 
3* 
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chief business is the transportation of slaves. 1 present 
their case only as a specimm of the trade in the District. 
Ay, sir, there is a keen competition in this iSrokerage in 
human biood. Franklin & Armfield are but one of the 
many firms, who drive this trade at the seat of tlie Federal 
Governnient. See the audacity with which they offer 
"higher prices" **than anv other purchaser in THIS 
MARKET!" 

PIRACY." WHAT IS IT 1 

Where do we witness this? On the coast of Africa? 
No ! For tJicrc, if caught, Franklin &/ Armfield would 
be hung as pirates. But, in the Capital of'* the freest na- 
tion on earth." And who are- these " negroes 1 " Are 
they of the Caffres in Africa ? No 1 For then, Franklin 
& Armfield would die as pirates. But, they are American 
born citizens! And, is the code of morals in barbarian 
Africa so much purer than in enlightened America, that 
what is piracy there, is legalized and sanctified here? 
Then, let us keep our missionaries at home, and beckon 
^ers to our shores ! 

Mr. Miner, in the course of his remarks, read a present- 
ment made by a grand jury at Alexandria, in 18G2. 

January Term, 1802. 
" We, the grand jury for ll)e body of the county of Alexandria; in ihe 
District of Columbia, present as a grievance the practice of persons com- 
ing' from distant parts of the United States into this District, for the purpose 
of purchasing- slaves, where they exhibit to our view a scene of wretched- 
ness and human degradation, disgraceful to our characters as citizens of a 
free government. 

*' Those dealers in the persons of our fellow men, collect within this Dis- 
trict, from various parts, numbers of those victiais of slavery, and lodge 
them in some place of confinement until they have completed their numbers. 
They are then turned oat into our streets, aiid exposed to view, loaded with 
chains, as though they had committed some heinous offence against our 
laws. We consider it a grievance, that citizens from distant parts of the 
United States, should be permitted to come wiihin the District, and pursue 
a traflRe fraught willi so much misery to a class of being-s entitled to our 
protection, by the laws of justice and humanity; and that the iiiterposition 
of civil authority caiinot be had to prevent parents from being- wrested 
from their offspring-, and children from their parents, without respect to the 
lies of] nature. W« consider those grievances demanding legislative redress ; 
especially the practice of making- sale of. black people, who are^ by the will 
of their masters, desigrned to be free at the expiration of a term of years, who 
are sold and frequently taken to distant parts, where they have not the power 
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lo avail ihcmseives of that portion of llbert}', which was designed for their 
eiijoyment.'' 

True it is, that this presentment was made thirty-five 
years ago. But, Mr, Chairman, as the trade has increased 
in years, it has grown in turpitude and horror. It has 
now become too strong and too respectable for the grand 
jury of that District to dare to present it as a grievance. 
There are too many members of Congress who profit by it 
now, to justify mch an interference I Under the torpedo 
power of slavery, slaveholding grand juries are struck 
(lamb. Shall the Legislatures of free States succumb ? 
The Holy Alliance sneers at our tame subserviency. 

FREEMEN SOLD UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF CONGRESS ! 

This traffic is not confined to the legal slave : — it 

clutches the rights of the free. Says Mr. Miner, in the 

preamble to his resoiutionj 

Frcp persons of color coming into the District, are liable lo arrest, im- 
p.' isonnient, and to be sold into slavery for life, for jail fees, if unable from 
' ic;norance, misibrtune, or n aut!, to prove their freedoni." ^ . - . 

By a law of the District, authorized of course by Con- 
gress, all negroes found residing in the city of Washing- 
ton, who shall not be f Me to establish their title to free- 
dom, are committed to jail as absconding slaves! Most 
wicked and unconstitutional law I It is the common law, 
even of Monarchies, that men are to be presumed inno- 
cent, and consequently free, till they are proved guilty. 
But by this law, color is made a crime, which first robs 
citizens of their constitutional rights, and is then taken as 
evidence that they are slaves : — and to crown aii, a large 
posse of constables and other officers, some of them in 
tlie pay of the Oovernment, are, by their oaths, obliged to 
execute these laws. The result is, that citizens, as free 
as* your Committee, are often arrested, imprisoned, and 
then sold for their jail fees as slaves for life ! Here is the 
record of our baseness. A Wjishington paper has, the 
following 

NOTICE. 

"Was committed to the prison of Washington Co. D. C. on the 19th day 
of May, 1834, as a run-away, a Negro maJiwhp calls himself David Pkck.. 
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He \i 5 feet 8 Inches high. Had on, when eomraitted, a check shirt, Hnen 
pantaloons, and straw hat. He says fie is free, and belongs? to Hahimore. * * 
The owner or owners arc hereby requested to come forward, prove him, 
and take him away, or or " what ? said Mr. Stanton 5 he wilt be set free 1 
We should naturally think so ; remembering that he was an American citi- 
zen, ra the Capital of " the freest Government on earth." But NO I Listen.] 
or Ji£ will be sold for his prison and other expenses, as law directs. 

JAMES WILLIAMS, 
Keeper of the Prison of Washinsion Cmiiiiy, District of Columbia. 

ij^r ALEXANDER HUNTER, M, a C." 

The above is but a specimen. Four other persons, at 
least, who said they were free, have been advertised in a 
similar way within the last year. I will not comment on 
such facts. It would be insulting to the patriotism and 
humanity of the Committee. Shall the voice of this an- 
cient Commonwealth be dumb, when slavery plays such 
tragedies of cruelty on the theatre of our Capital ? If so, 

Then, our Fathers' ashes. 
Has the spirit of the true hearted and the unshackled gone ! 

The time may yet come, perhaps has already past, when 
illegal voter of our own State^ may visit Washington, on 
business before our National Legislature,-— and from the 
color of his skin, be suspected of having been robbed of 
personal ownership, and on such suspicion be plunged into 
prison, and, in due time, be sold to pay " his prison and 
oth^r expenses, as the law directs." Sir, let us talk no 
more of "State Rights," till we have acquired courage to 
protest against such unconstitutional aggressions. 

LICENSE TO SELL MEN. 

In the City Laws, sanctioned by Congress, I find as 
" Act to provide ja revenue for the Canal Fund," which 
lays an impost as follows, For a License to trade or 
traffic in Slaves for profit, whether as Agent or other tvise, 
FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS." That the lust of power, and 
the love of gain, should so corrode the human heart, that 
n/an siiould traific in the sinews of his brother, is the 
wonder of fiends but, that a Republican Congress, 
which has branded the slave-trade on the coast of Africa, 
as piracy, should license it in the city of Washington, 
must excite their indignant contempt* Says Dr. Samuel 
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Johnson, " the loudest yelps for liberty arc among the dri' 
vers of slams i ^ The conduct of the American Congress, 
establishes bis character as an eminent lexicographer, and 
an admirable definer of terms. 

Sir, I will not expatiate upon the turpitude and horror 
of this traffic; The record of its cruelty is written in 
tears and blood. In savage atrocity, it yields not to the 
African slave-trade. In gathering its victims from the 
surrounding country, the tenderest ties of nature are cut, 
with a ferocity which might fire the hardiest negro stealer 
on the coast of Congo, with generous indignation. 
Chained in coffles, like criminals, or herded together 
like beasts, these unfortunate beings are driven to the 
Capital by the remorseless man-trader. Arrived there, 
they are thrust into damp and dark cellars and filthy 
prisons. Thence, are taken to the auctioneer's stand, 
and amid the jeers and insults of the crowd, are sold in 
lots to Republicans and Christians. Then comes the 
separation of families, with its attendant suffering; and 
the purchased men, women, and children are hurried^ off 
to their various destinations. To be appreciated, the 
agony must be felt -it cannot be described. In all that 
should e^icite the sympathy of the htSraaiie, the indignation 
of the generous, or the alahorrence of the virtuous, the 
American man-market may challenge the world for a com- 
petitor. Arid, around these purlieus of Hell, a Legislative 
body, the majority of whose members are the Representa- 
tives of freemen, throws the shield of its protection and 
approval ! 

WHAT DO THE PETITIONERS ASK? 

And now, Mr. Chairman, what do the petitioners ask 
you to request Congress to do? Merely to repeal these 
odious statutes immediately, and to enact others, if neces- 
sary, in their stead. 

IMMEDIATE ABOLITION *. WHAT IS IT 1 

By immediate abolition, they do not intend that the 
Slaves of the District should be "turned loose:" — nor, 
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that they should be, as a sine qua nan to abolition, immedi- 
ately invested with all political rights, such as the elective 
iVanchise. But, simply, that Congress should immediately 
restore to every slave, the ownership of his own body, 
niind and soul, and should no longer permit them to be 
** deemed, held, and sold, as chattels personal, to all 
intents, constructions and purposes whatsoever.'* That 
they should no longer be regarded as things without 
rights, but as men with rights. In a word, that the right 
of property, on the part of the master over the slave, 
should instantly cease. This being done, of course the 
slave should be legally protected in life and limb,— in his 
earnings, his family ar.d social relations, and his con- 
science. We only ask, that the master should stop taking 
from the slave those things which of right belong to 
him : — and that Congress should give equal and exact 
justice to all concerned. Sir, is this just 1 Is it expedient t 

LEGAL PROTECTION ANNIHILATES SLAVERY. 

To give impartial legal protection in that District, to all 
its inhabitants, would annihilate slavery. And is not in- 
nocence entitled to the protection of law? Slavery and 
the slave trade, could not survive the introduction, into 
that District, of this plain principle, viz. that innocence is 
entitled to the protection of laio ; a principle so self- 
cvidently just, so necessary to the existence of human 
society in its most desfraded forms, that even seir.i-barlKi- 
rians acknowledge and act upon it. Give the sieve, Ibcn. 
equal legni protection with his roaster, and, nt its fivst 
approach, slavery and the slave trade flee in panic, ns doe>-; 
darkness before the fuli-orbed sun. T still press the point : 
is it expedient for ali the inhabitants in onr C^.pit;'!, to 
have the protection of law? or shnll the rifrhtfs oft-:: 
weaker, be made the corotnon plunder of the strorio-er ? 

ENFRANCHISEME>\"T. 

As to the immediate investment of the slaves with the 
elective franchise, and other mere conventional rights, we 
leave that to the wisdoro of Congress, We only say, let 
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there be no tests on account of color. Strike a dead level, 
and whose head soever reaches above it, let him enjoy the 
advantage, whatever may be his phrenological conform- 
ation* Let the quality of the brains, and the color of the 
heart, be the standard, rather than the color of the skin, 
and the texture of the hair. 

PAUPERISM AND THROAT-CUTTINO. 

I am asked, if ♦he slaves would not become paupers, 
and vagrants, — or might not kill their masters ? I answer ; 
that same power which repealed the slave code, would 
make dl necessary provisions to prevent pauperism and 
vagrancy, and to securo the general welfare. The entire 
resources of the country would be at the disposal of Con- 
gress; and, at any moment, it could bury the emanci- 
pated negroes of the District, under aa avalanche of can- 
non balls.* 



*Itis a stereotyped olj^jecJcn to entancipaUon, that the negroes, if set free, 
would become paupers. Tlie foUowing facts are in pc:nl. 

In PhUddel^hia, the cchjred population amount to about 20,000 :— sind 
are in proportion to the whites,' as 1 to 9. Tlie large mafority of this popu* 
lation, have been staves, or are itta immediate descendants ofsmvts. 

In 1830, the whole number of out-of-door paupers, statedly reli??ved in the 
rify, was 543:— bill. on!v 22 of thesf"} Of about 4 per CC^H*,; were peopici of 
color. Of the paupers *^adniitled into the almshouse, the propt»rU«?!3 vtfiis 
nearly the same. 

Ill the same year, the payments by the colored people of the city, 

to poor funds, was ..*.«. ^2500 

The expenditure for colored poor, in Uie same year, was. $fWQ 

Balance , . . , - $^ \ i 

Thus, so far from bein^ unJjble \o take care of their own poor, the people 
of color, besides doing this, pay ^500 per year, Ic support white paupers ! ! 
These facts were fully conlirmed to the writer of this note, by the Jate Judge 
Vaux of Philadelphia. Let them nail this slander to the counter; 

From careful inquiry and observation among the $000 people of color in 
Cincmmxti, nearly all of whom have been slaves, the same general facts ap» 
pear. Thev not only liave abundantly supported themselves since theywer© 
free, bnt earned and paid their masters, for their freedom, about ^250,000 ! ' ! 

The following, rec^sntly appeared in the Piitsbtergh Daily Advocate, con- 
cerning the colored population of that city. Probably, the majority of these 
people have been slaves. 

" It has been matter of surprise and gratification, to those who have ob- 
served tlie deportmentof the colored population of this city, that there exist- 
ed among them $o much good order, almost an entire frecsdom irom 
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SLAVES BETTER OFF NOW THAN IF FREE, 

A member of your Committee, Mr. Chairman, has asked 
me to answer the inquiry, whether the negroes of the Dis- 
trict would be as well off when free, as they now are while 
slaves. 

Mark, sir, the kind of abolition for which I contend : to 
wit, the restoration to the slave of personal ownership, 
and the protection of law. Then the inquiry resoivcs 
itself into this,- — whether the slaves would be as well of!" to 
be men, as God made them, as to be things, as He did not 
make them. In a word, whether it will conduce to the 
happiness of the world, to regard things and beings jusl 
as they are, or just as they are not. Men belter off with- 
out compensation for their labor, than with? Then repeal 
your laws for the protection of private property, and the 
collection of debts. Men better off without legal protec- 
tion than with? Then burn vour statute books, abolish 
your judiciary, and raze your legislative halls to their 
foundation, and cry havoc, and let slip theft and robbery, 
assault and murder. Men happier without the ownership 
of their own minds than with? Happier that their mlh 
should be under the absolute control of another, than that 
they should control them themselves ? Impossible : for it 
is equivalent to saying, that a man is better pleased to do 
as another pleases, than to do as he himself pleases. 

SLAVES ARE NEVER WELL OFF. 

But, sir, with all respect for the honorable member, his 
inquiry assumes what I totally deny :• — to wit, that a slave 
tan he well off. He may be fed well, clothed well, 
not severely whipped, nor over-worked. But this is re- 
garding man as a mere animal Horses may be fed well, 
covered well, not over-whipped, nor worked : and may be 



the beastly practice of intoxication, which we too frequently see exhibited in 
our stree s, by people of our own race. Their conduct, so far as observed 
in this city, is fifty per cent., in the ag^rc^2;ate, more virtuous than is the con- 
duct of the same number of whites, in the some grade of occupation and 
society," [Note to Edition.] 
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kdd and used as chattels: afid not contravene any law of 
their nature. But man has 9 nobler nature. His spirit 
soars upward. He was created " a little lower than the 
angels, and crowned with glory and honor, and set over 
the works of GoePs hands" Is it treating such a being 
well, to take him from this high station, in close fellow- 
ship with angels, and tarnish his glory and his honor, and 
wrest from him his sceptre as a lord of creation, by trans- 
forming him into merchandise, and driving him like a 
brute, and selling him in the shambles to the highest bid- 
der ? Said the immortal Henry, " give me liberty, or give 
me death!'' and this nation responds to the sentiment a 
loud Amen ! Is it good treatment to inflict on men that 
which is worse than murder? Theie is more in slavery 
than the deprivation of bread, and the infliction of stripes. 
Its ploughshare of ruin goes over the soul. Said an 
emancipated slave to me in Cincinnati, Ohio, " I had 
rather be a free man, and live under the cruel laws of 
Ohio, and beg ray bread from door to door, and go down 
to the Ohio river to drink, than to be a slave in Virginia, 
where I could not own myself, and where I heard the cries 
of my poor perishing brethren." As you love freedom, 
listen to a slave ! Show me the man who now eats plain 
and scanty food, wears coarse clothing, and works hard 
and long, but walks erect in the dignity of freedom, who 
would exchange such a life, for one of luxury, splendid 
dress, and fashionable ease, on the condition that he was 
to be the absolute and perpetual property of another, to 
all intents, constructions and purposes whatsoever. 1 
would like to look that man in the face ! 

Better off in slavery? We ask Congress to give 
them impartial justice. This, Congress can do, and is 
bound to do. And would not this be better than abject 
slavery ? . 

I have no time to glance at facts. Read the entire 
history of eniancipatioii ; and this fact challenges con- 
tradiction, viz. that the condition of the emancipated 
ne;|ro, phyciically, socially, intellectually, . morally, is 
decidedly superior to Ms conditioa .while^A ikire.^.^ S^^^^ 
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Domingo and the British West Indies, settle this beyond 
dispute.* 

FREEDOM OUTLAWED AT THE CAPITAL* 

2. I assert that Congress ought immediately to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia, because it is the Cap- 
ital of this Republic ; our National Legislature, and Su- 
preme Court ; the public offices, and the public records 
are there ; and [now^ sir ^ for the inference^] the existence 
of slavery there, is totally incompatible with that freedom 
of locomotion, of speech, of the press, and of debate, 
which are necessary to transact the public business of the 
nation. 

It is needless to say, that every citizen should be able 
in safety to visit the Capital of the Republic, whatever 
may be his opinions on any subject. Bat, while slavery 
exists there, this is impossible. 



* A volume of conclusive testimony might be adduced to establish this 
position. I challenge the bitterest opponent of abolitioei, to point out, a sin- 
gle fact in th« history of West India Emancipation, which mililales against 
jt* I select the following fact from a mass, because it is recent, an^' comes 
from a disinterested source. Antigua is one of the islands which discarded 
the apprenticeship system, and adojpted immediate abcUticn. 

Extract of a letter from an American gentleman making the tour of the 
West Indies, dated St. Johns, Dec. 29, lS36. 

" I have been in this island for two weeks, includin^^ the Christmas holidays. 
I have conversed with men of all per!<;uasions, politics, &c. ; I have visited 
several estates, ^nd tailced with the managers. The testimony from every 
quarter is uniform on this point j that immediate emancipation has been a 
great blessing both to the planters and the laborers, but chiefly to the former, 
rhe testimony is uuifornl} also in favor of emancippAion above appren- 
t'ceship. 

The Christmas holidays are just passed. On the one hand there has l>eeo 
no parade of the miiitary> and on the other there has been no appearance 
of riot or drunkenness. It has been a season of religious meetings amoii*' 
the negroes. There were meetings on Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, at 
all of which the nagroes attended in great numbers.— I can safely say, I 
never spent as peacefiil and quiet a Chrisln^as in America. In this resrecl 
there has been a wosderful change here. Formerly tlie Christmas holiravs 
were an ceeasion of fiddlingt dancing, carousing, 'drunkenness, street riots, 
Ate. &e. I am g^ratifieti beyond measure w^ith the aspect of things ui An- 
tigua. Religion^ morality, temperance, and education are marching for- 
ward witli the rapidity of magic. In a word, I can pay tha* Amigca is 
a besMStiuii Suneiiaen of thfi fruits of immediate ema"cii>ation. I wish every 
A«^p%«»iiJ viait it.'*^jV. Y, Eiscrdn^ Poet, [Not© to 2d Edition.] 
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Free colored citizens, I have already shown, are out- 
lawed in the District. If one of them should invent a 
useful improvement in mechanics, and should go to Wash- 
ington to obtain a patent, he might be seized, incarcerated 
on the suspicion that he was a slave, and finally he, and 
his model, both be sold at auction, to defray the expenses 
of suspecting him ! 

DR. CRANDALL's case. 

Those of a paler hue fare but little better. In the 
Summer of 1835, Dr. Reuben Crandall, a citizen of New 
York, visited the District for the purpose of pursuing his 
profession. Being suspected of holding sentiments in ac- 
cordance with the Bill of Rights of this Commonwealth, 
he found refuge from the vengeance of a howling mob, 
within the walls of the public prison. I personally know 
this gentleman. He possesses a temper as mild, and a 
heart as benevolent, as ever filled the human breast. He 
would not touch, injuriously, the hair of a slaveholder's 
head, to emancipate every slave in the land. After lan- 
guishing eight months in prison, to the great injury of his 
health, he was put on trial for his life, as an incendiary. 
He was acquitted *— -there not being the shadow of a rea- 
sonable suspicion upon his conduct. He then fled the 
District, 

R. Williams's case. 

During his trial, the testimony of Ransom G. Williams, 
of New York, was vitally important. He was summoned 
as a witness : but, being the friend of Crandall, and hold- 
ing siuiilar opinions, he was warned by Members of Con- 
gress, that his life virould be endangered, if he appeared 
there. 

And why could not Williams visit the Capital of *' the 
freest nation on earth 1 " Was he suspected of being the 
secret emissary of the Holy Alliance? No. But, in a 
paper published by him in New York, he had uttered the 
sentiment, " God commands, and all nature cries out, that 
man should not be held as propert}/" For this, he was in- 
dicted in Alabama, and the Governor of that State, de- 
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manded him of the Governor of New York, as a fugitive 
from justice. For uttering this self-evident truth, he was 
forbidden, on peril of his life, to press with his foot, the 
soil of the District.* 

* The following is the indictmeixl of Mr. Williams, with the demand of 
the Governor of Alabama upon ihe Grovemor of New York, for his person. 
It will be remembered that Williams was never in Alabama. 

First read an extract from the Constitution of Alabama. "Every citizen 
n my freely speak, write, and publish his sentiments on air subjects, being 
responsible for the abuse of that liberty." Whether the sentiment of Wil- 
liams, even though he had been a citizen of Alabama, is an ** iibuse of that 
liberty," let freemen decide. " Wiiat has the North to do xcith slavery V 
Here is the answer. 

(copy or INDICTMENT.) 

The State of Alabama, } Ciratit Court, September term, 

Tuscaloosa comUy. \ in the year of our Lord, 1833. 

The grand jurors for the state of Alabama, elected, empannelled, sworn, 
and charged to inquire for the bod}* of Tuscaloosa county, upon their oalh, 

f>resent, tiiat Robert O. Wiliams, late of said county, bemg a wicked, ma- 
icious, seditious and 111 disposed person, and bein^ greatly disaflfectcd lo 
the laws and government of said stale, and feloniously, wickedly, mali- 
ciously and seditiously contriving, devising and intending to produce ron- 
.spiracy, insurrection and rebe"ion among the slave population of said sfaio. 
and to alienate and witbtlraw the afleciion, fidelity and allegiance of sai<I 
slaves from their masters and owners, on the tenth day of SepteMaber, in il-e 
3'ear of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty -five, at, in the coun- 
iy «for<^sa;dj feloniously, wickedly, maliciously and seditiously did cause to 
be distributed, circulated and published, a seditious paper, called " The 
Emancipator j" in which paper is published according lo the tenor and 
effect following, that is to say :•— " God commands, ar*d all nature cries out, 
that man shouhl not be held as property. The system of making men prop- 
erly has plunged 2,250,000 of our fellow countrymen into the deepest physif a! 
and moral degradation, and they are every moment sinking deeper." In 
open violation of the act of the General Assembly in f nrh case made aiifi 
provided, to the evil and pernicious example of all others in like case of- 
fending, and against the peace and dimity of the state of Alabama. 

And the jurors aforesatd, upon their oath afor«»said, do further present, 
that \he said Koberl G. Williams, on the said tenth day of Seplembcr. in 
the year aforesaid, at, in the coiiuly aforesaid, wickeHlv , feloniously and 
seditiously, did then and there distribute, circulate and publish, or caufie to he 
distributed, circulated and published, a seditious paper, called " The Eman- 
cipator," tending to produce conspiracy and insurrection among the slaves 
aitd colored population of said county and stale, in contempt-^f the laws cf 
the land, and against ibe peace and dignity of the slate of Alabama. 

P. MARTIN, 

A true bill. Attorney General (fihe Siat^ of Alabama, 

Willis BaKKS, Foreman of Grand Jury. 

Executive Department, Alabama. ) 
Tuscaloosa, liHn Nov., 1835. { 
Sir-— I have the honor to transmit to you a demand, under the conslitulion 
and laws of the United States, for Robert G. Williams, and a copy of an 
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DOCTRINES PROSCRIBED. — ^^A E ELUSION. 

Sir, It is a delusion to think that "abolitionists'* only 
nre excluded from the Capital of your Nation. It is doc- 
TPJNEs which are outlawed there. And such doctrines ! 
'i oa, sir, could not visit the seat of our Federal Govern- 
ment in safety, if you dared to ?:tter the noble sentiments 
in your Bill of Rights. The eloquent Channing has been 
denounced on the floor of Congress, this winter, as the 
vilest of incendiaries, and I would not insure his life there 
a day. The Genius of Slavery will not tolerate the senti- 
ment, that man should not be held as property.'' It pre- 
si;les at the Capital. Its altars are there. Its bloody de- 
cree has gone forth, WORSHIP OR DIE " ! Hundreds 
of thousands in this Nation, are outlawed at its own Cap- 
it il, for holding and uttering the self-evident principles, on 
which its Constitution is founded, and in defence of which, 
Blinker's mount smoked with blood. 

FREEDOM OF SPEECH STRUCK DUMB IN CONGRESS. 

In our National Legislature, freedom of speech is struck 
dumb, by the omnipotence of slavery ; and its members, 
overawed in debate, cannot give utterance to their 
thoughts, without hazarding their lives. The Genius of 
Despotism presides 6ver the public councils. 



indictment recently found against him by the g^rand jury of Tuscaloosa 
county ill this state, for altemptiug' to produce insurrection and rebellion 
among our slave population, in the manner set forth in the indictment. It 
is admitted that the offender was not in the state when his crime was com- 
mitted, and that he has not Jled therefrom, accordinj^ to the strict literal im- 
port of that term ; but he has evaded the justice of our laws, and according- 
tft the interpretation which mature reflection has led me to place upon the 
constitution, should be delivered up for trinl to the authorities of this state. 

My views, somewhat at length, are contained in a message which will be 
sent to the general assembly, which convenes on Monday next, and I take 
the liberty to enclose a copy of so much of it as embraces this deeply ex- 
citing: and interesting subject. Should your Excell€^ncy concur with me in 
opinion. I have to request that Williams* be arrested and contined until I 
can find an a^ent to conduct him to Alabama. 

! have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN OAYLE. 

His ExceUint^t Gov. Marct. [Note to 2d Edition.] 

4* 
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JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 

Witness the threat to assassinate JOHN QUINCY 
ADAMS, last winter, because he dared to vindicate the 
right of petition. Read the following audacious threat, 
by Waddy Thompson, of South Carolina, uttered on the 
floor of the House, during the present mouth. Mr. Adam^ 
had presented petitions, relating to slavery, and had pro- 
pounded a question to the Speaker, about a certain petition. 
Concerning him, Mr. Thompson says, 

' Docs thai genllemaii know that there are laws in all the slavs States, 
and here, for the punishment of U>os€ who excite insur.'cclion ? I can ieil 
him that there are such ihing^s as grand juries 5 and if, sir, the juries of this 
District have, as I doubt not they have, proper iniclligence and spirit, he 
may yet be made amenable to another tribunal, and we may yet see an in- 
cendiary brought to condign punishment" * 

The French Convention, during the Reig'a of Terror, 
when the streets of Paris ran with blood, iegiislated at the 
point of the assassin's steel. Said a member, as he arose 
to address the President, ** the eyes of assassins flash upon 
us from those windows, and the gleam of their daggers is 
seen within these walls." At this period, France^was in 
name a Republic, in reality a Despotism. The American 
Congress is now the theatre, on which is re-acted the 
tragic scenes of the French Convention. I will read an 
extract of a private letter from Hon. John Quincy Adams, 
to a friend in this State, dated Washington, 26th January, 
1837. 

Says Mr. Adams, " My eflbrt here has been, to sustain 
the right of petition in the citizen, and the freedom of 

* When the news of this debate reached Charleston, S. C, the Mercury 
of the 15lh Feb. said : — 

" The public mind of the South must be now prepared for concerted and 
decisive action, or it never will be. Public op' '->n in the South would 
now, we are sure, justify an immediate resort to force, bv the south kfn 
DELKGATioN— EVEN ON THE FLOOR OF CONGRESS— were 
they forthwith to seize and drag from the hall an^' man who dared insult 
them, as that eccentric old showman. John Quincy Adams, has dared to c?o. 
If there he laws ag-ainst incendiaries in the District of Columbia, he shoujd 
be indicted. If the privileges of the House are to screen an abolitionist 
who holds concert with the slaves of the District, it is time that Virennia and 
Mai-vhnd should interfere, and PUT DOWN SUCH A NUISANCE 
AS CONGRESS must be upon their borders.'' [Note to 2d EdiUon.] 
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speech in this House, and the freedom of the press, and 
of thought, out of it. My freedom of speech in the House 
has been, and is, suppressed. The vindication of the 
rights of the people, must ultimately rest upon themselves.'^ 
And, sir, to the vindication they will genero^i^^y and 
promptly come ; and their rulers must yield to the pressure 
of the public tide, or be overwhelmed. 

THE PLOT THICKENS. 

The war has but just began. Of these trials, we 
have yet scarcely touched the border ground. Abolition- 
ists may yet be Members of (Congress. And, an unparal- 
leled change of the public sentiment in their favor, shows 
that they soon will be. For THE PEOPLE will be 
abolitionists ; and that they will elect men, who will faith- 
fully represent them in Congress, I cannot doubt. Such 
Members will be among the proscribed; and will be 
Lynched, as was Dresser, or be arrested, as was Crandall, 
for opinion's sake. And is Washington the spot for the 
Supreme Legislature of a free people ? Shall our Repre- 
sentatives deliberate with threats of indictment in their 
ears, and gags in their mouths, and cords around their 
necks, and the assassin's steel at their backs ? Slavery 
must fall there, or to this complexion it will come at last 

THE SUPREME COURT. JUDGE XYNCH. 

Judges of the Supreme Court, in expounding the rights 
of man, may yet be arraigned as incendiaries; or, per- 
haps, in their turn, stand as criminals at the bar of Judge 
Lynch's Court. The Charge of His Honor Judge Story, 
to the Grand Jury of Portsmouth, N. H., in 1820, in which 
ha denounced slavery and the slave trade, has been in- 
dicted in this modern Court for the Correction of Errors. 
Lawyers, suspected of aversion to the " Patriarchal Insti- 
tution," in their attendance upon the Supreme Court, may 
be put to death, without benefit of clergy. 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 

Daniel Webster, with his Plymouth Speech in his 
pocket, *' may yet see an incendiary brought to condign 
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punishment." You, yourself, sir, if you shall dare to re- 
port on our petiiicns, in accordance with the cherished 
principles and policy of Massachusetts, will be outlawed at 
our Capital. How humiliating are such disclosures to an 
American heart ! I again press the point ; is this city of 
charters and chains, of gags and grand juries, of constitu- 
tions and kidnappers, the spot where the national business 
should be transacted, and the national honor dwell ? 

THE REMEDY. 

The remedy for these evils is obvious. ABOLISH 
SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT. Remove the cause 
and the effect ceases. 

FREEDOxM AND SLAVERY ALW^AYS AT WAR. 

A wise Providence hiis so ordered, that perfect freedom 
and absolute slavery cannot, for a long time, co-exist on 
the same soil The mighty throes, which now toss the 
body politic of this nation, are the strugglings of these 
opposite principles for the mastery. Freedom and Slave- 
ry ! Sir, they are eternal antagonisms. They have no 
affinities, and will not be at peace with each other. 
Rather let us attempt to mingle light and shade, heat and 
cold, sickness and health, right and wrong, heaven and 
hell, thiui hope that freedom of speech, of debate^ and the 
press, can dwell in the District of Columbia, or in this na- 
tion, while slavery is tolerated. Slavery is darkness, and 
free discussion is light. Thej cannot commingle. Free- 
dom of speech and of the press, are now pouring a 
blaze of light from every part of the civilized world, 
upon the darkness of slavery. They are disclosing to 
view its haggard deformity; and smiting with fear and 
trembling the consciences of its abettors. Sir, its 
throne would stand more securely on the heaving crater 
of a volcano, than on the* waves of free discussion. 
To perpetuate slavery, the conscience of the master must 
be buried. Free discussion sounds the blast of resurrec- 
tion over its grave, and with the authority of God, bids it 
" COME FORTH 1" Ffcedom of debate, on the floor of Con- 
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gress, and a free press in the District, would win over the 
conscientious slave holder, and thus, the ranks being 
broken, an invincible array of truth, would march into the 
very centre of the enemy's camp. Every converted slave- 
iiolder is a deserter, carrying strength and invaluable 
knowledge, over to the cause of freedom. His defection 
destroys the union of the oppc^sing forces, and dispels the 
charm of invincibility, which hovers around their standard. 
Says Gen. Duff Green, (an acute observer,) " We have 
most to fear from the effect of organized action upon the 
consciences and fears of the slaveholders themselves ; from 
the insinuation of 'these dangerous heresies [the equality 
of man, and the inalienability of human rights,J into oui 
schools, our pulpits, and our domestic circles."* Precious 



* Tha^i free discussion is the engine by which slavery is to be destroyed, 
and that the South drea<is Wordf more than War, read the following proofs : 

Says JoH» G. Calhoun : — Do they [the southerners] expect the ab* 
oiilionisls will resort to arms, will commence a crusade to tiberaic oursbvos 
by force ? * * Let me tell our friends of the South who differ from us, that 
the war which the abolitionists wag"e against us, is of a very different charac- 
ter, and far more effective, — it is waged not against our lives, but our char" 
acterJ' ' , ^ 

Says Gen. Duff G«iekn •.—'•'We have most to fear from the graduai 
operation on public opinion among ourselves j and those are the m6sl insid- 
ious and dangerous invaders of our rights and interests, who, coming to us 
in the gutse of friendship, endeavor to persuade us that slavery is a sin, fi 
curse, an evil. It is not true that the South sleeps on a volcanoy— that we 
HTv afraid to ^ to bed at ni^ht,— that we are fearful of murder and piilage. 
Our gpc^itest cause of Btpprehensjon is from the operation of the morl>id sen* 
sibility which appeals to the eonscienici;s of our own people, and would 
make ihem the voluntary instruments of their own rafn *' fL« Would 
persuade them to destroy a system which sucks out the life-blood of both 
master and slave * 

Sayss Gov. Hamilton, in his report to the S. C. Legislature, after ad- 
mitting there is no danger that the abolitionists will excite their slaves to 
insurrection : " Are we to wait until our enemies have built up * * a body 
of PUBLIC OPIIMION against us, which it would be almost impossible to 
lesist without separating ourselves from the social system of the rest of the 
civilized world ! " It is the dread of " public opinion" which makes cow- 
ards of them all. 

In 1835, when the friends of liberty contended for free discussion, in Bos- 
ton, at the hazard of their lives, the Boston Commercial Gazette, gaid, Free 
discussion on the subject of slavery ! Ah, Petruchio says, * there's the 
villany ! ' The mischief ali lies in a nut-shell. A free discusnon on ibit 
subject leads at once to Abolition aad Emancipation ! [Note to 2d Edi- 
tion.] 
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confession! And so, lest the truth should reach the con- 
sciences of slave holders, at the Capital, and rouse their 
fears, they have offered up freedom of thought, of speech, 
and of the press, in Congress and out of Congress, on the 
altar of slavery. 

OBJECT OF THE CESSION. 

Says Mr. Pinckney in his celebrated Report, the Dis- 
trict was ceded to the United States, " that there might be 
a seat for the Federal Government, where the power of 
self protection would be ample and complete." Is the 
self protection of Congress ample and complete, while its 
Members are compelled to say, " my freedom of speech in 
the House has been, and is, suppressed ?" So too, of all 
other departments of the Federal Government. Then, let 
slavery there be abolished. And can it be that Congress 
has no right so to do, and thus render its own self protec- 
tion, and that of the other branches of tlse Government, 
ample and complete, when that, according to Mr. Pinck- 
ney, was the very object of the cession ? 

SLAVERY ENDANGERS THE PUBLIC PROPERTY. 

3. Slavery should be immediately abolished at the seat of 
the Federal Government, because it is dangerous to the 
security of the national property, — the public buildings, 
stores and archives,-— and also, to the lives of the Mem- 
bers of Congress, to the liberties of the nation, and the 
perpetuity of our free institutions. 

SLAVES ARE ENEMIES OF THE COUNTRY. 

The slaves of that District have every natural induce- 
ment to be the deadly foes of this government. Holy writ 
informs us, that " oppression maketh a man mad — and 
the history of revolutions, written in blood, confirms its 
truth. On the annual return of our nation's jubilee," 
the entire American people, in solemn assembly, declare 
that ** all men are created equal," and pointing to the 
graves of their fathers, swear by their ashes, that " resist- 
ance to tyrants is obedience to God." Our forts and our 
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navies, echo it back in articulate thunder. We laud the 
valor of the raen of the Revolution, because for a trivial 
tax on tea and paper, unjustly imposed, they bareii their 
bosoms to the shafts of battle, choosing rather to die in- 
stantly as freemen, than to live as slaves. But, is a tax on 
tea to be compared in atrocity with a tax on heart and 
sinew, body and soul ? — an impost, which clutches the 
man himself, and drowns his entire being in the vortex of 
its rapacity ? If you will not hear me, listen to Thomas 
Jefferson . 

" What an incomprehensible machine is man ! who can endure toil, fam- 
ine, stripes, imprisonment, and death itself, in vindication of his own l»t>erty, 
and the next moment be deaf to al! those motives, whose power supported 
liim through his trial, and inflict on his fellow men a bpnda^, one hour of 
which is fraug-ht with more misery than a^s of that which he rose iu rebel- 
lion to oppose."* 

And who whelms the slaves of our Capital in this tide 
of miseryr THE NATIONAL LEGISLATURE. Its 
laws forge the chains, and rivet the manacles. And can 
the slave love such institutions, and such a country t Lis- 
ten again to Jefferson. 

"With what execration should the statesman he loaded? who, permitting 
one half of the citizens to trample on the rights of the other, translbrnxs 
tiiose into despots, and these into enemies : destroys the morals of one part. 
aJid the amor patriae of the othcr."t 

Ay, sir, slavery destroys the " amor patrim^* of its vic« 
tirns. Who will rebuke the slave of the District, if he 
reason thus, " What is this Capitol Jo me ? There the 
laws are framed which make me a brute. There the 
scotirges are twisted that lacerate my back. What are 
these records and documents to me I They are the sources, 
whence my oppressor derives his arbitrary power What 
to me are these arsenals and navies? Nbt for the protec- 
tion of my wife and chiidreuj my property and life; — but 
to intimidate me to submission. I'll plot (not treason^ for 
I have no country) but rapine and flames, and thus glut 
m/ vengeance." And, to the members of Congress he 
nilj' t say, " * On me you inflict a bondage, one hour of 
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which is fraught with more misery than ages of that, which 
yoQ rose in reheliion to oppose.' " * * Resistance to tyrants 
is obedience to God/ 1 * Give me liberty or give me 
death.' J * I'll perish in the last ditch in defence of ray 
rights," § Then to the onslaught. 1" 

WHO ARE THE INCENDIARIES. 

Remember, sir, that I, in common with all abolitionists, 
counsel the slave to peace and to submission. We deny 
his right to fight even for liberty, and nothing would grieve 
us more, than to see him shed a drop of the slaveholders' 
blood. We are not the incendiaries. But your revolution- 
ary monuments, your fourth of July orations, your patriotic 
odes, your military parades ; fheif are incentives to insur- 
rection. Southern members of Congress say, they dread 
insurrection because of the agitation of this question. If 
sincere, ike^ certainly have need to dread it in the District 
of Columbia. 

In my premises under this head, I asserted that slavery 
in the District, was dangerous to the liberties of the nation, 
and the perpetuity of our free institutions. I will illustrate 
this in two ways. 

SLAVES DANGEROUS IN TIME OF WAR. 

(1.^ In case of a war with a foreign power, slavery in the 
District, and the state of things consequent upon its exist- 
ence, would open a door through which an invading foe, 
might enter, and take possession of the Capital. Let 
him enter that ten miles square, and write upon his banner, 
** freedom and protection to the slave who will join our 
standard," and they might go over to the invaders in a 
body. At best, they would be a dangerous population. 

THE WAR OP ISI% 

Let facts admonish us. In the war of 1812, Washington 
was invaded, the Capitol burnt, the public archives sacked, 



* Jefierson. 

t Patrick Henry. 
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and the President compelied to flee for his life. The 
free whites in the District were too busy in watching 
their slaves, and preparing to protect their property and 
their lives &om an ejqpected revolt, to lend any aid in 
repelling the invaders. This humiliating and adinoni* 
tory truth, was acknowledged by Soutliern presses, and 
has been admitted to a gentleman of my acquaintance, by 
inhabitants of the District. What a sublime spectacle, 
to see the citizens of the Capital of ** the freest govern- 
ment on earth," in time of a foreign invasion, so busy in 
taking care of their slaves, that they could not protect the 
Capitol and the Chief Magistrate of the nation, from fire 
and sword ! Sir, it ever will be so, where slavery is toler* 
ated. During the Southampton insurrection, fifty ttegroe» 
rode in triumph through that county, and the chivalry of 
the Ancient Dominion, fled in panic before them. Each 
{,'anter was watching his own slaves. And the United 
States' troths finally quelled the insurrection. By ths 
Constitution, Congress has power to ** provide for the 
common defence and general welfare." As a citizen, I 
protest against Congress keeping a magazine of powder 
in that District, liable at any moment to explode, and des- 
olate the country. 

THE JimOMENTS OF GO0. 

(2.) The continuance of slavery there and elsewhere, 
endangers the perpetuity of our Republic, because it pro- 
vokes the judgments of God. Certainly, Mr. Chairman, 
(his consideration will not be lost upon the Legislators of 
a professedly Christian state. Domestic tyranny is the fatal 
shoal upon which many a proud state of antiquity, has laid 
. its bones. The fragments of Greece and Rome, magnifi- 
cent in their ruins, should warn us from following in their 
fatal track. The American nation is intoxicated with tho 
delusion, that her liberties are impregnable. That there 
is, in the structure of her government, some perennial 
conservative, by which she will rise elastic and invigorated 
from assaults without and commotions within. An inflated 
patriotism utters the delusive words, Esto perpeiiLa! An 
5 
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indomitable ambition, echoes them back, Esto perpetual 
An ineffable self-compiacency, which has dethroned reason, 
mistakes the echo for the voice of God. And, like the 
victim of consumption, hope is strongest in the hour of 
dissolution ! Fatal charm ! True, the voice of God is 
heard ; but it is in startling denunciation. Look over our 
country, and see it tossing on the wild waves of civil com- 
motion. Look into our national councils, and see them 
rent by civil feuds. The humble Christian, who reads his 
Bible, and communes with his God, knows the cause. For 
it, he looks beyond Tariffs, and Banks, and the rivalry of par- 
ties. He sees that this nation has forgotten God. That she 
has grown rich upon His mercies, and then, in her pride, has 
trodden the Indian and the Negro, whose condition entitled 
them to her generous protection, under the hoof of her 
ambition. During her mad career of folly and crime, 
God's eye has been upon her, and His ear open to the cry 
of the perishing. The alternative of Jefferson is now 
presented to her. Let her choose. Says the sage of 
Monticello, speaking of the slaves^ 

" When the measure of their tears shall be full,— when their eroans shall 
have involved heaven itself in darkness,— -doubtless a God of justice will 
awaken to their distress, and, by dinusin«f light and liberality emon^ their 
oppressors, or at length, by his extkrminating thundkr, manifest his 
aticntion to the thingrs of Uiis world, and that they arc not left to the guidance 
t;f a blind fatality."* 



But a greater than Jefferson has left us the record of 
nations overthrown by the exterminating thunder "of 
Jehov??h, for the sin of oppression. Where now is Tyre — 
the city of the sea— which " traded the persons of men, 
and vessels of brass in her usarket? " — Desolate, — destroy- 
ed! — the plough-share of ruin, driven to the beam amidst 
her foundations, by the hand of Almighty God! What 
was the fate of slaveholding E^rypt? — God visited her in 
Judgment. Her first born perished at a blow. Death was 

m all the dwellings of her princes. But, the Hebrews 
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sprinkled the blood of a slaugh tered beast upon their door- 
posts, and the Angel of the Pestilence passed over them, and 
they escaped. Let, then, the free states of this Union, if 
they would escape the coming storm of Divine displeasure, 
sprinkle the blood of slavery on the door-posts of our 
Capitol. So shall the Avenger pass over them and spare 
them, when He comes with His " exterminating thunder ! " 

Listen again to the author of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. 

" And can the liherlics of the nalion be thoag-ht secure, when we have 
refused the on'y firm basis, a ronviciion in llie minds of ihe people ibat 
ilieso liberties are llu; gili of God ? 'JMiat they are not to be violated but 
wiih his wrath 1 Indeed, I freml)le for my country, vlien I rerollcci lhaJ. 
God is just; that bis justice caauot sleep forever; that a revolution in the 
wheel of fortune, an exchange ol" situation is amons^ possible cveats ; and 
that it may become probable by a sn|X;rrja!ural interference The Almighty 
has no attribute which can take sides with us in such a contest."" 

Will not political men listen to prophecies like these? 
It is not necessary that Heaven should empty the reservoir 
of its wrath upon this nation, as it did upon Egypt. The 
materials of our ruiii are ample within us, and around us. 
The Indian, the Negro, the Mexican, the Haytian, all have 
a feirful account to adjust with us. And, if our internal 
commotions increase in ferocity lor a few coming years in 
the ratio of t!ie past, we are a people dissevered, with no 
bond of union, and our fall will add another to the list of 
nations, ruined by their abuse of the mercies, and their 
contempt of the precepts of Jehovah. 

ST^AVERY DESTROYS NATlON.kL REPUTA'f ION. 

4. It is expedient that siavf?ry at the Capital should be 
abolished, because its toleration brings into contempt our 
nation's boasted love of eqiial rights, justly exposes us to 
the charge of hypocrisy, paralyzes the power of our free 
principles, and cripples our moral efforts for the overthrow 
of oppression throughout the world*. , - . : T;: 

The citizens of this nation Uave >Jeep res^pbilsibpiiiefe, as 
republicans, as Christians, as citizens of the world. Oi»r 

— ^ — ■ . , .. ,, ., „.iM ,. : . * ' ' ' ^ ,«■»«,,,. 

. " • * 
* Jefferson'^ Nptcs^' " ) 
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character and reputation, are moral capital, loaned us by 
God. to be invested for the political and moral renovation 
of the human race. The Reformers of South America 
and Europe, have anxiously looked to us as the pioneer 
nation in the cause of human liberty, and hoped that our 
experiment would demonstrate even to tyrants, that man is 
capable of self government. But, by cherishing in the 
heart of the republic such a system of cool blooded op- 
pression, as the sun has rarely seen, we have roiled back 
the tide of reform in other nations, and cut the sinews of 
struggling humanity. 

ENGLISH REFORMERS AND CONSERVATIVES. 

The enemies of free principles in England, point to our 
slavery, our Lynch code, and our mob conservation, to 
prove, that Republics are the worst of Despotisms. Sir 
Robert Peel, the leader of the Conservatives in Great Brit- 
ain, laughs us to scorn at the public dinners of the aristoc- 
racy, and cheered on by our hypocrisy, rides roughshod 
over the plebeian reformers. That slavery at our capiial 
contributes largely to this aristocratic glee, permit me, in 
proof, sir, to read from a work, entitled, ** Men and Man- 
ners in America," by Col. Hamilton, an English gentle- 
man of high standing, who spent some time in our country. 
It is their substantial truth, which gives the sharp edge to 
hm observations* 

" Washing^lon, the seat of Government of a free people, is disgraced by 
slavery. Tne wallers in the hotels, the servants in private families, and 
mnny of <hc lower class of artisans, are slaves. While the orators \o Con- 
ar^ mijnding' n«riods about liberty in one part of the city, proclaim- 
alta voce, that all men are equal, and that ' resistance to t^yiaots is obe- 
dience to God/ (tie auctioneer is exposing hmnan flesh to safe in another ! I 
remeraher a ififled gentleman of the Representatives, who, in speaking of 
the Senate, pronounced it to be ' the most enlightened, the most august, 
and the most imposing body tn the world V In regard to the extent or im- , 
position', f shall not speak \ but it so impp^ed that the day was one of rain, 
and ihiR. effect gf tl3QQi\)Qgiu<n wcs^ good deal injured by recollecting that, 
an libusof t^y<f bl?f rre,,tj|ie%5nfeiiibefs of this enlightened and august body, 
iver#«ti(iv$!n,tp* t^jfe jCaprtof, Hlave coachmen, who were at that very mo- 
roent waiting to convey "them ba^!f, when the rig}ds of man had beeit suf- 
ficieijiily digsc^tp^ on^for the dajj.^^ 

V" '» • • • * * \ 

Hw^*caltt>n^Jth^ ir^ny j* It is good to know, that the 
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world regards us as hypocrites. It may lead to self- 
examination. He proceeds. 

" That slavery should exist in the District of Columbia, that even the 
fool-prinl of a slave should be suffered to cositaininaie the soil peculiarly 
rojiseeratcd to Freecfom, that the very i^h^l)ti of the godde^s ?»houl«l be 
poiiuicd l)y the presence of chains and fellers, is i>erhaps the most cxtraor- 
diiiitry and monstrous anomaly to which htunaa inconsistency-— a prolific 
mother — has <9iven birlh." 

Sir, these disclosures are nutrition to the despots of Eu* 
rope. After devouring them, they go to their chain for- 
ging with renewed vigor. But to our extract. 

" The m:u» who would study the contradictions of individual and national 
cbnrActei, au I learn by how wide an interval, profession may be divided 
from pi^rlbmianre, should come to Washington. He will there read a 
WW page in the volunit: of human nature. He will hear the words of 
freedom, nnd lie will see the practice of slavery. Men who sell iheir feJ- 
low-rrcatures, will discourse to him of indefcasiide rights ; * * * he will be 
taiif^ht the aO^nity between the democrat and the tyrant; he will look for 
ch arters, and fm J manacles j expect liberality, and be met by bigotry and 
prejudice/'* 

And to all this, Monarcbs respond, " So mote it be!" — 
And can we reproach them, when the bond ige we nourish 
has by them beett extenrtinated ? 

Shall every fiap of Eng^land's flag- 

Proclaim that all around are iree, 
From ' f;\r!hcst Itid ' to each blue cra;^ 

That beetles oVr the Western Sea f 
An I shall we scoff at Europe's kings. 

When Freedom's fire is dim with us, 
And round our country's altar cl'n^s 

The damninj shade of Slavery's curse T 

SNEERS or A DESPOT. 

James Brooks, a candidate for Congress, in Maine, at 
the tet election, and now Editor of the New York Ex- 
press, affirmed, in one of his letters from Europe, during 
his recent travels there, that, in the year 1835, when the 
iron code of Judge Lynch ruled our Republic, it was ru- 
mored, that the Emperor of Austria gave to some state 
criminals their option, to be sentenced to the galleys for 
life, or be banished to this country ! Sir, are we sunk so 
low, that the contempt of tyrants cannot reach us ? 

* Men and Manners iii America, pp. 279, 289. 

5* 
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Go— let us ask of Constantinc 

To loose his grasp on Poland's throat— 
And beg the lord of Mahmoud's Vine 

To spare the struggling Suliote. 
Will not the scorching answer come 

From turbaned Turk, and fiery Russ — 
'Go, loose your fettered slaves at home, 

7'hen tuna and ask the like of us 

Sir^ I affirm, without fear of successful contradiction, 
that the present anti-slavery struggle in this country, is 
doing more, under God, to redeem our national character 
from these foui blots, and to cheer onward the work of re- 
form in Europe, than all our republican toasts and demo- 
cratic orations, our patriotic songs and civic processions, 
the speeches of our Senators, and the messages of our 
Chief Magistrates, 

TAUNT OF THE SOUTH. 

But upon us, as northern men, this point bears with pe- 
culiar pressure. The free States have the power to abolish 
slavery in thn District. So long as we refuse to do it, with 
what' face can v-e declare to our southern fellow-citizens, 
that we are opposed to slavery 1 Go there, sir, and re- 
prove the slave holder, and urge upon him the duty of 
emancipation. He will meet you with the scorching re- 
buke, " Go back to your free States, and abolish your own 
slavery in the District of Columbia. Look to your own 
State Legislature at home, which dares not declare, that 
Congress ought to abolish the slavery in which your own 
Commonwealth is implicated. You opposed to slavery? 
Then pluck the beam from your own eye." Sir, would 
not your tongue cleave to the" roof of your mouth ? Would 
you tell him, you were a member of the very Legislature, 
which denied the prayer of these memorialists'? Ay, 
more 1 Should he know from your lips, that you were the 
chairman of the very committee, who reported against the 
prayer ? Would fire ourn this disclosure out of you ? Ex- 
cuse these personalities, sir, for I plead for those who can- 
not plead for themselves ; — for those who have, by the 
highest legislative body in the Union, been denied the poor 
privilege of petitioning for mercy. 
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The north must abolish slavery in the District, or her 
moral power for the removal of slavery in the nation, is at 
an end. 

CONGRESS DEFENDS SLAVERY ON PRINCIPLE. 

5. This object should be accomplished without delay, so 
that Congress may speedily and effectually undo the 
wretched work of the last session. The report of the 
Hon. Mr. Pinckney, adopted last May, attempts to prove, 
that Congress ought not to interfere , in any way, with 
slavery in the District, because, it would be unwise, im- 
politic, a violation of the public faith, (tantamount to a 
violation of the Constitution,) and dangerous to the Union ; 
and, in addition to this, IT contains a thorough defence 
OF slavery on principle, as a wise and benevolent 
institution! These doctrines were sanctioned by a 
body, a large majority of whose members are from the freo 
States, and by it, were sent out to the world, as the voice 
of America. As a citizen of the free States, as an Amer- 
ican, as a man, I repudiate, I abjure, I abhor them. They 
are not the sentiments of the free States, but a foui libel 
upon our freedom and our religion. The memorialists 
demand, that the Representatives from the free States, wipe 
out this blot; and atone for the outrage, by destroying the 
system, thus made the occasion of libelHhg both man and 
God. Where is the voice of this Commonwealth, when 
such doctrines are promulgated to the world, by the suf- 
frages of New England? Is the padlock on our lips? 

SLAVERY DESTROYS THE RIGHT OF PETITION. 

6. Slavery in the District should be destroyed, because 
it is made the occasion of denying the sacred right of pe- 
tition. The gentleman, who preceded me, (Mr. Hillard,) 
has dwelt at large on this point. But, I cannot pass it 
over in silence. The right of petition is the last, which a 
people, determined to be free, should ever surrender, or 
permit to be abridged. It is the barrier against the aggres- 
sions of the governors upon the governed ;— the shield, by 
which the minority ward off the aSsaultS of the majority. 
This government was established to protect the minority. 
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The unabridged right of petition is the cornerstone of the 
edifice. The resolution passed by the House of Repre- 
sentatives on the 18th ultimo, is a fearful abridgment of 
this right. 

THE DANGER. ^TYRANNY OF PRECEDENT. 

It is the precedent established by that resolution, which 
I most dread. We are a precedent-loving, a precedeut- 
fe iring nation. Our Courts of Justice, and our Legislative 
H ills, are the slaves of precedent. They worship their 
own folly, merely because it is their own folly. The peo- 
ple bow down to the same inexorable deity. Precedent, 
— piiLCKDENT, is the order of the day ; the divinity of the 
h'.r.n. Congress has, for certain causes, denied to the peo- 
ple the right of petition, in regard to Slavery. The 
precedent is established. To-morrow, for certain causes, 
she denies it in regard to the Currency. The precedent -is 
.strengthened. The next day, for the same cause, she 
refuses to receive petitions concerning the Tariff. The 
precedent, gathering courage, demands fresh victims. Pe- 
titions concerning Commerce, Intemperance, Indian Trea- 
ili's. Secret Societies and Mobs, are next offered on the 
altir. The Idol becomes more rapacious. He demands, 
thut ALL petitions shall be thrown back into the faces of 
the petitioners. The people, tamed into subserviency by 
yielding, without resistance, to reiterated aggressions, 
meekly bow the neck, and kiss the yoke. Mr. Chairman, 
the present crisis thunders in our ears, Obsta^rincipiis 
Oppose beginnings! To launch forth in this stream ol 
precedent, is ruin. The c-»taraci is just below us.» Lcl 
us stand on terra firma. Slight aggressions by Bonaparte. 
, unresisted by the French people, encouraged to mightier 
strides in the road to arbitrary power. . Step by step, he 
reached the summit of despotism, with willing slaves shout* 
ing their approving hosannas at his heels. Obsta prin- 
cipiis 1 At the last session, the House of Representatives 
took the first step. It cautiously surveyed the whole ground, 
before it set down its foot. The present session, the pre- 
cedent having been estabHskedf it took the $ecQnd step with 
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alarming promptitude. Let us prevent the third- Howt 
By abolishing slavery in the District, now made the pre- 
text for trifling with, trampling upon, the inestimable right 
of petition.* 

OBJECTIONS. 

Mr. Chairman ; I will now proceed to answer some 
jectioTis to the sentiments which I have thought it my duty 
to advance. 

INJURE THE SLAVE STATES. 

It is Uttered in Mr. Pinckney's report, and hem other 
high sources, that the aboiition of slavery at the seat of 
the Federal Government, would injuriously affect the 
slavehoicUng States, especially Maryland and Virginia; 
and, therefore, it would be unjust, and a violation of the 
public faith. In reply, it may be pecessary to call the at- 
tention of the Committee, to the admitted facts, first, that 
Congress has the constitutianal power to abolish slavery 
in the District; and, secondly, that abolition there, in 
Itself considered, and when regarded as ah isolated act, 
would be productive of great good^ Our Bill of Rights, 
the Bible, and the history of emancipation, settle this. 
But ' it will injuriously affect other states.* Are those 
other States so circumstanced, that doing an admittecl 
good in the District, will injure them ? Then there rrmst 



* It will l>e recollected, that the preamble to INlr. Miner's resolution de- 
clares, 'that officers of ibe Federal Govemmeiii * * * derive, emolument 
from carryinff on the domestic slave trade/ At the last session of Congress, 
Hon. Gabriel Moore, Senator from Alabama, opposed the reception of pe- 
liiions asking tor iKe abolition or the slave trade in the nijiiiiet, becaase iic 
said, they reflected upon him and his colleague, who had both purchased 
slaves in the District The Hon. Senator do6s not stand alone. It is not 
unusual for members of Congress to purchase slaves at the Capital as agents 
for their constituents. Shall the right of Petition be sacrificed, to spare the 
delicate feeling of Congressional ne^o-lradcrs . . 

Hon. Mr. Claiborne, Representative- from Mississippi, at the session 
of Congress which has just closed, purchased slaves to the amoimt of 
560,000, arid drove ihcm home. I believe he purchased alt, or nearly alt 
of them, at the markets in the District. This gentleman has, been loud iu 
his denunciations of those " miserable fanatics'' who have petitioned for the 
abolition of the slave trade in the District, and has been foremost in tram- 
pling the right of petition under foot. [Note lo 2d Edition.] 
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be * something rotten in the State of Denmark/ Inju- 
riously affect them on account of their slavery? Let 
them follow the example of Congress, and then they will 
have DO slavery to be injured. 

EXCITE INSURRECTION. 

Mr, Pinckney argues at great length to prove, that aboli- 
tion in the District would excite the slaves of the sur- 
rounding States to insurrection. L??t those States then 
abolish slavery, and there will be no jslaves to rise. 

The doctrine of Mr. Pinckney, when sifted, seems to be 
this. Restoring to men in the District of Columbia their 
inalienable rights, will make men in Virginia and Maryland 
uneasy, because their inalienable rights are kept from them; 
thrrcfore, men in the District, should not have their inal- 
ienable, rights ! That is; if I do right to mi/ neighbor, it 
will give trouble to another man, who does wrong by his 
neighbor ; thtrcfore, I should not do right by my neighbor ! 
Or thus : if we should give men in the District, their bodies 

and souls, it would endanger -tyrants! iJicrefore, it is 

rii:;riit, that we should rob them of their bodies and souls, 
and so ourselves be tyrants! It may be true, that the en- 
joyment of liberty by all men at the capital of * the freest 
government on earth,* will endanger tyranny ; but, I am 
yet to iearn, that that fact will justify the enslaving of a 
considerable portion of its citizens. 

A BOCTRINE CARRIED OUT. 

Wliat is the principle here involved] This; — The en- 
joyment of freedom by certain men endangers slavery, 
therefore, these men must be enslaved. Let the principle 
be applied. The people of color among us, enjoy freedom. 
This, we are told by the South, endangers slavery. Shail 
we, therefore, reduce them to slavery t Or, if so reduced 
by others, shall we leave them to perish, lest their deliver- 
ance should endanger oppressors? The laboring popula- 
tion of New England enjoy an enviable freedorai Patriarch 
McDuffie and his disciples, (and they are numerous,) 
inform us, that this endangers the perpetuity of their 
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* peculiar institutions,' and therefore, urge, that our farmers 
and mechanics be reduced to vassalage. 

Sir, we have long known that our system of compensa- 
ted free labor, was a bitter rebuke to the unpaid, coerced 
labor of the South. The elastic enterprise of Afassachu- 
setts; its busy machinery; its productive ingenuity; its 
blooming valleys; — »the rugged hills of old Worcester, cul- 
tivated to their very tops by the indomitable energy of its 
husbandmen; — its smiling villages, with your own beauti- 
ful Terapleton ; * — its flourishing cities ; — ^the prosperity 
and happiness of its entire population, do indeed contrast 
strongly with the drivelling policy of the South, as evinced 
by its dishevelled, mildewed, blasted agriculture; — its slug- 
gish trade;— its dilapidated towns; — with one half its 
inhabitants sunken in degradation, and the other, devoured 
with the lust of power and enervated with luxury ; — where 
the very bondiiiaa himself, might laugh in his chains, to 
see how slavery has stricken the land with ugliness. Stung 
to the quick, in their insane chagrin, the advocates of that 
policy are calling to us : 

* Ho — fishermen of MarbieHcad 

Ho— LyiHi cordwaiiMjrs, leave your leatlnsr, 
Ami wear the yoke in ktiKhicss made. 

And chtnk your needful chains together! 
Let Lowell mills their thousands yields 

Down lei »hc rou»:h Berkshire-nian hastens, 
Down from the worKshop and ihe field, 

And thank us for each chain we fasten.' 

And will the Cqmmittee be consistent, and carri/ out 
the doctrine of the objection ;~— or, while they shall go for 
the deliverance of the working man in the District^ will 
they respond to the proud Southron 

* No— George M'Duffie !— keep thy words 

For the mail plunderers of thy eitv. 
Whose robber-right is in their swords j 
For recreant priest aiid Lynch-Coramillec. 

St aves in the rugged Yankee land I 

We tell thee, Carolinian, never ! 
Our rocky hills and iron strand. 

Are free, and shall be free forever ! 

* The Chairman of the Committee resides m Templeton. 
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The surf shall wear liial strand away, 

Our granite Uiils in dust shall moulder^ 
Ere slavery's hateful yoke shall lay 

Unbroken, on a Yankee's shoulder ! 

Sir : Every session of your legislature in this hall, strikes 
a blow at tyranny. Its influence reaches the petty des- 
potisms of the South, and the Holy Alliances of Europe. 
It is crumbling the foundations of their power. Shall 
you, tlierefore^ surrender your high trust, as the represent- 
atives of freemen t Shall you cease to proclaim the holy 
doctrines of your Bill of Rights, because they grate on 
the ear of Tyranny ? 

ABOLITION WILL PREVENT INSURRECTION. 

But, sir, to return from this digression, to the subject in 
hand ; — insurrections. The memorialists desire no insur- 
rections, neither have they the slightest expectation, that 
such an effect will result from abolition at the seat of the 
Federal Government. On the contrary, they believe that 
such an act would tend to prevent a calamity so disastrous. 
True, * Hope deferred maketh the heart isick ; '—but, hope 
deMroyed maketh the heart mfif</— ferocious. If the slave 
ever rises, he will be driven to it by the goadings of despair. 
While hope lives he will patient!/ wear his chain.* Eman- 
cipate the slaves in the District, and the benevolent deed 
would diffuse hope through the entire slave population of 
the South. Reason teaches us this. We naturally infer, 
that the unemancipated staves, seeing one Legislature do 
justice to their bound brethren, would be inspired with the 

* Hon. Mr. I'age, of Virginia, in the Congress of the U. States, in 1790 
wh*sn the (question of committing the abolition memorial of Dr. Franklin, wa 
under discussion, said, * With respect to the alarm that was apprehende( 
(in the slave states) he believed there was none } but there might be jus 
cause if this memorial was not taken into consideration. He placed him 
self in the condition of a slave. If, as such he should hear that Congres 
had refused to listen to the suggestions of a respectable portion of the com 
munity, he should infer, that tlie General Government, from which grea 
good was expected to result to every class of citizens, bad shut their ear 
against the voice of humanity, and he should despair of any alleviation o; 
the miseries hft and his posterity had in prospect. If any thing cotdd indud 
him to rebel J it would be a stroke like tJiis, impressing on his mi$td all On 
horrors of flfe#i>«i>,*---Lloyd's Debates, vol. 3, p. 336. 
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expectation, that their own Legislature, influenced by their 
example, would, by and by, ' do likewise.' 

JAMES G. BIRNEY'S TESTIMONY. 

Facts corroborate the position. Letters in my |)osses- 
sion from James G. Birney, Esq., M'ell known to the Com- 
mittee as the gentleman to whom Dr. Channing's recent 
letter was addressed, show that no slaves are so quiet,, as 
those inhabiting sections of the country, where emanci- 
pations are most frequent ; none so orderly, as those who 
best understand, to tl^eir full extent j and in their true 
character, the efforts now making for tlieir deliverance. 
Surely these facts are something worth, comii^ from one 
of the most intelligent and pious gentlemen 91 the south-, 
west, who ha6 spent 43 years in the midst of slavery, and 
been himself a slaveholder. Let it also be remembered, 
that emancipation in the states of Pennsylvania, New 
York, and New Jersey, did not excite the slaves in Mary- 
land and Virginia to insurrection. Then why should 
abolition in the District? And if it would he unjust to 
these states for Congress to abolish slavery there, it was 
equally unjust to them, for those other states to abolish 
slavery within their borders. And yet, I never heard any 
complaint of injustice on that account. 

ABOLITION BENEFICIAL TO THE SLAVE STATES. 

But, the proposed abolition would be signally beneficial 
to the surroiinding states.. Its local results being happy, 
would demonstrate the safety of emancipation, exjiose the 
fiUility of objections to it, and, by inspiring the southern 
communities with courage, pave the way for the voluntary 
removal, by them, of this alarming evil. 

THE DISTRICT AN OASIS. 

Another supposed injurious effect upon the surrounding 
states, firom the proposed measure, is, that the Districl 
would become an asylum for runaway slaves, much to the 
annoyance of the neighboring planters. 
' -I answer, 1. Xft* Ihose surfoimding" "states^^l^^ 
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pate their slaves, and then there would be none to run 
away. 

2. Suppose it should become such an asyhim. We 
ought to bless God, that there was one Oasis, one green 
spot in this vast desert of human misery. What more 
appropriate asylum for men escaping for freedom, from 
' ^ bondage, one hour of which is fraught with more 
misery than ages of that which [we] rose in rebellion to 
oppose,' * than the capital of * the land of the free, and 
the home of the brave V ■ 

3. But, Sir, look at the alternative. If slavery is abol- 
ished in the District, says Mr. Finckney, it will become 
the asylum of runaway slaves. Answer. If slavery is not 
abolished in the District, it will continue to be the asylum 
for slave-drivers, kidnappers, and brokers in human souls. 

4. The objection is absurd, as well as wicked. Every 
free state is now an asylum for runaway slaves, as are the 
West Indies, Mexico, our western forests, and the mon- 
archies -of Europe. And will the addition of ten miles 
square to this territory, ruin the slavery of the South! 
Then Heaven speed its downfall ! 

A DILEMMA. 

Another grave objection has bee^i furiously urged upon 
our notice. Say Southern gentlemen, on the floor of Con- 
gress, * if slavery is abolished at the seat of the national 
legislature, we cannot bring our servants here.* I answer, 

1. Then go there without servants, as did Roger Sher- 
man, He was not only a shoe-maker, but he brushed his 
own shoes while in Congress. 

2. But I deny the inference. Can't bring their servants 
there? Northern members find no difficulty in taking 
their servants there. Ah, — but Southerners can't take 
their slaves there. Yes: I now understand the gentle- 
men. They can't take men there, to do their work 
for them, unless they them wages. Surely, to deprive 
them of this * honorable* privilege, (for *they are all ta- 
orahle men ! ') would indeed be cruel ! 

* J^STerson. 
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3. It would certainly be a mournful calamity, Mr. 
Chairman, if the legislators of * the freest government on 
earth/ should not nave slaves to tremble at their nod, 
while discussing the rights of man ! If the question of 
the recognition of Texan independence v^ere on debate, 
would our Southern brethren not feel the glow of liberty 
warming their bosoms, and setting their tongues on fire, 
unless slaves were crouching around them ] 

4. But, 8ir, the alternative is before us. Say the 
South, *if slavery is abolished at the capital, our members 
cannot carry their slaves there.' The North answers : 
' if slavery is not abolished there^ our members will not 
be able to invite their free constituents there ! * * 

Finally. Perhaps, Sir, (though I care too little about 
it, to investigate it, even to my own satisfaction,) Congress 
might pass laws, providing for the deliverance, to their 
masters, of fugitive slaves in the District, and securing to 
its Southern members, while there, their enslaved servants. 
I do not believe such laws would be more unconstitutional 
than are those which established slavery in the District. 

The Committee then took a recess till seven o'clock, 
P.M. 

Evening Session. 

The Committee met, pursuant to adjournment, in the 
Representatives' Hall. 

In continuance of his argument, Mr. Stanton spoke in 
substance as follows : — 

Mr. Chairman : 

When the Committee adjourned for a recess, I was 
answering objections to abolition in the District. With 
your leave, I will resume the same subject, after express- 
ing my warmest thanks to the Committee for their patient 
indulgence, in extending to the memorialists, through me, 
so long a hearing. It contrasts generously and honorably, 
with the conduct of another Committee of this Legislature, 

* Witness the cases of Dir. Cmndall, and R . G. WiUiams. Other gcnllc- 
men have been deterred from visiting the District, for fear of personal vio- 
lence, because they held the doctrines of Jefferson, Franklin, and Jay. 
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upon a similar subject, on a former occasion. I will first 
dispose of one or two small objections, and then discuss 
those of weightier importance. 

ABOLITION CONTRARY TO THE WISHES OF MARYLAND AND 

VIRGINIA. 

Maryland and Virginia contend that the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia should not be urged 
contrary to their wishes, because they ceded the territory 
to the General Government.* 

Sir, suppose a farmer in your county should convey to 
his neighbor by deed, in absolute fee simple, ten acres of 
his farrii. The sold and the unsold portions contained 
each a noxious swamp. In process of time, the purcha- 
ser proposes to drain off his swamp, that it may no longer 
scatter fever and ague through the community. Against 
this, the original holder stoutly protests ; not because it 
would be contrary to the terms of the deed, nor bad poli- 
cy, nor wrong, but, simply because he has not got ready 
to drain off his swamp 1 So Maryland and Virginia ex- 
claim hotly against abolition in the District, not because 
it would be unconstitutional, or bad policy, or injurious, 
or wrong, but, simply, because they have not yet got ready 
to do likewise It 

* Whoever will read the debates of the first Congress, on the subject of 
the location of the seat of Government, will pensive, thai iivstrad of its 
being considered a favor to the United States for Vii^inia and Maryland 
to cede the ' ten miles square ' to Congress, the very privilege of doinff so 
was a boon for which these slates contended almost to ferocity. Coa- 
eress did not ask the land of them. They, on the other hand, begged, 
declaimed, and threatened, to induce that body to accept it, Mr. Lee, of 
Vii'ginia, insisted, that, ' if the seat of the Government was not fixed upon 
the Potomac, the faith of all south of that river would be shaken. —Lloyd's 
Debates, vol. 2. 

f It has been urged with great vehemence at the South, and even at the 
North, that if Congress should abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, il 
would, as the next step, abolish slavery in the several stales, and therefore, 
at all hazards, it must be resisted. This is the reasoning of Messrs. Cal- 
houn and Presfon. Last year, the Legislature of North Carolina Resolved, 
that although, by the Constitution, all legislative power over the Bisirict of 
Columbia is vested in the Congress of the U. S., yet we would deprecate 
any legislative action on the part of that body towards liberating the slaves 
of that District, * * * and will regard suck interference as the J^rst step towards 
a general emancipation of the slaves of the S&uth." Here is a specimen of 
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WAIT TILL THE CITI25£NS OF THE DISTRICT PETITION. 

It has been urged by Hon. Mr. Wise, of Va., in the U. 
S. House of Representatives, that that body had no right 
to abolish slavery in the District, * unless the inhabitants, 
owning slaves, themselves petition for it J 

Strange doctrine ! Congress no right thus to do till the 
^eoi)\e petition for it? When the people petition a legis- 
lative body, do they not ask that body to exercise a power 
tY ALREADY POSSESSES? Does the act of petitioning cre- 
ate the power I Are the people of the District able to 
confer power upon Congress ? Cite me, Sir, to the arti- 
cle in the Constitution which thus pre-eminently distin- 
guishes this portion of our fellow citizens. The honora- 
ble Virginian, wise as he is, for once, * is wise above what 
is written.* 

THE WISHES or THE DISTRICT. 

The objection now assumes a more plausible garb. It 
is affirmed that it would be unjust for Congress to exercise 
this power, unless the people of the District desire it. 

Plausible as this proposition is, it contains the essence 
of injustice. The national legislature is solemnly bound, 
on principles of common equity, to consult the desires and 
the interests of the slaves, rather than those of the mas* 
ters. The slaves are the injured party, the masters the 
wrong doers. Slavery is an acknowledged evil, ^ frauglit 
with misery.' B|,obbery and stealing are also evils. What ! 
shall your Legislature not enact laws against robbery and 



slave-holding lo^ic ! Because Congress, in the exercise of its romtitutional 
authority, aWolislies slavery in the District, t/wr^re, without constitutional 
ainhority, it will abolish itln the States ! If Congress does a constitutional 
act, that fact is conclusive evidence, that it will oo an unconstitutional act ! 
And so it must not be permitted to act constitutionally, hipcause. lakin? ad> 
vanlasfe of this permission, it will assuredly act unconstituttonally ; and inere- 
fore, it behoves the Southern delegi^tion in Congress, to resort to force on 
its floor, and dr^ from its Halls that old showman John Uuincy Adamt, 
if he dares to present another petition from his constituents and the sove- 
reign slates of Maryland and Virginia shouUl forthwith put down Cor«^rt s» 
as a nuisance t Sublimated nonsense ! Slavery mi cmly makes meu ty* 
nat&v bat fbois. {Hm ft» Id EdiUoo.] 
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Stealing, till highwaymen and thieves desire it ? Will you 
wait to be moved by their petitions? Did the British 
Parliament refuse to abolish the slave trade, till men- 
stealers desired it t till the manufacturers of gags, and 
thumb-screws, and fetters, petitioned them? History in- 
forms us, that it was eloquently urged On the floor of Par- 
liament, that the abolition of the slave trade would ruin thou- 
sands who had invested their all in ships, whips, spoiled meat, 
handcuffs, and other means and facilities for conducting the 
traffic, and therefore, it would be unjust for that body to in- 
terfere ! The' modern objexrtion does not disgrace its origin. 

Admit, if you please, that the slaveholders at the capi- 
tal are unwilling to pay their laborers wages. Does that 
make the laws right, under which they perpetrate this in- 
justice? Congress is responsible for the character of its 
laws, whoever they may please or displease, ft forges 
the chain, hands it to the slaveholder--r-he puts it on to 
the heel of the victim. Congress is bound instantly to 
stop forging chains : or, without a figure, to stop legaliz- 
ing robbery. This done, and slavery dies. 

But, as to the wishes of the people of the District. 
They have again and again asked for modifications of 
their laws ;— -and in 1827, eleven hundred of the most re- 
spectable citizens, with Chief Justice Cranch at their 
head, petitioned Congress for the abolition of the slave 
trade, and the gradual abolition of slavery in the District. 
Many of the inhabitants now desire legislative redress from 
these evils ; but, by Southern intrigue, and because Con- 
gress,Hjy its conduct, frightens them into silence, their 
action is stifled.* 

DISSOLUTION OP THE UNION 1 

But^ the Union! the union! abolition in the District 
of Columbia will dissolve the Union ! So says Mr. Pinck- 

* It. should be borne in mind, that the District has no means of legisla- 
tive redress except from Congress. Some of the worst lavvs now 5u force 
in the District, (such as selling' free men for tlieir jail fees,) have been re- 
pealed in Maryland since tfje cession. Hence, the slaves in the District are 
worslB Oif?^ governed by free states, than they ^ould be if g^yer^ed by * 
'slave state. ' ' , ... ' ' ' 
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ney : so say all south of the Potomac ; so say tliousaiids 
north of it. Sir, I love this Union, because it was form- 
ed to * establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, pro- 
vide for the common defence, promote the general wel- 
fare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
our posterity.* • I would deal candidly with this objection, 
honestly entertained, as I have no doubt it is, by thou- 
sands. 

THE aUESTION STATEIX 

Let us inquire— ^r5^, what would be a dissolution of 
the Union, — ^and second^ the reasons why the South would 
dissolve it. Of these in their order. 

1. After the Revolutionary war, the old states, then 
existing as independent sovereignties, framed and ratified 
the U. S. Constitution, and thus became *UNITEp States, 
— the Constitution being the connecting chain. To dis- 
solve this Union, it is necessary that one or more of these : 
states (or others since admitted) should, by X^onvention, 
or otherwise, doelare themse!v€;s no long^yr meml^eirs of 
the Confederacy, and organize a separate arid independent 
government. 

2. Upon the happening of what event does the South 
propose thus to do? *I%e aholitibn of slavery in tlie Dis" 
tricf of Columbia f by Congress, But, has not Congress 
the power to abolish slavery there ? Yesj the, majority of 
the South admit it, as well as the great mass at the North. 
Whence does Congress derive this power*? From the 
Constitution, it is one of the provisions in the bond of 
Union ; — a bond solemnly ratified by the South. In view 
of the facts, she stands in this attitude, viz : — If Congress 
does what the South has agreed that it may do, she will 

• become angry, atid dissolve the Union ! In other words, 
she is sick of her bargain, and declareis, that if Corigress 
does a constitutional act, she, from spite, will do an un- 
constitutional act ! And this she denominates patriotism ! 
honor ! chivalry ! 

/; ...4^ ^^^^l^^l^o tJ. B:t^nk^t^ ^ ■ ' '''''''''' ■ 
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But, Sir, 1 am of those who regard these threats as the 
idle wind. They have been made too often, and too long, 
to excite alarm They come, too, from the wrong quarter 
to arouse my fears. They are the vaporings of Hotspurs ; 
mere bravado. There is too much intelligence, too much 
patriotism and integrity — ay, too just an appreciation of 
their own interes«ts, at the South, to tolerate the mad 
scheme. The Ri%eses and the Clays of that section, are 
unwilling to pay so dear a price for the privilege of being 
ruined. And if the» were, THE PEOPLE of the South 
would come to the rescue. 

f HK SOtTH WILL LO*?E WHAT THEY INTEND TO GAIN. 

Sir, if the s^aveholding states should make the removal 
of slavery at the seat oi the Federal government, the pre- 
text for dissolving the Union, they would lose the very 
objects they professedly seek to obtain by it ; and this 
truth is so plain, that he that runneth may read it, and a 
wayfaring man, though a h-^aveholder, cannot err in re- 
sard to. it, ^^hat do they £4*t ur* the objects to be ?.t- 
tained by the dissolution ? Pirsi — the security of their 
slave property, and the perpetuation of the system. Sec- 
ond — the stopping of the present anti-slavery agitation; 
or, Third-^it they cannot entirely stop agitation, they 
will, at least, shut out its effects from their borders. 

Now, Sir, does not the South know, that by a sever- 
ance of the Union, she will not only fail to attain either 
of these objects, but, in regard to them all, stand on 
ground far more disadvantageous, than that she now oc- 
cupies! 

WILL IT PRRVENT ESCAPES 1 

First — as to the security of their slave property, and 
the perpetuation of the system. Under the present com- 
pact, if slaves escape to the free states, we are bound, on 
denaand, to deliver them up. And the whole civil and 
military power of the North, may be put in requisition, to 
return the fugitives. Methinks the autocrat of Russia 
could ask no more, to insure the return of his Polish 

r^itt^^ Bat| if tbd Umaa were ^ atered 
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the aspect 1 Does the South imagine that that act will widen 
the Ohio river, or "make the boundary line between the 
Ancient Dominion arid the good old Q,aaker state of 
Pennsylvania, aught but an imaginary one t The Union 
being rent, the runaway slave of Virginia comes up to 
the line between slavery iarid freedom. He hesitates a 
moment with fear ; but, gathering fresh courage, he leaps - 
it at a bound ! For once, he breathes the pure and thrfll- 
ing atmosphere of freedom. No bribed dough-face stands 
ready to seizte him, and hurl him t^ack, but Warm hands 
greet him. Turning, he beckons onward his halting (Som* 
panions. A black tide pours over the line, and lo ! the 
South is emptied of her slaves ! ' 

WILL IT PREVENT INSURRECTIONS? 

Again, Sir, under present compact, if the slaves, 
goaded to -madness by their unmitigated bondage, rise in 
insurrection, Ihe whole physical ^ower of the free states, 
is pledged, by Article 1, Sec. 8, of the Constitution, to 
quell the insurgents. The Nprth stands, bayonet in hand, 
over the bosom of the southern slave. This surely H^ght 
satisfy reasonable oppressors. But, suppose the Union 
were severed, and the 6*ee states released from the respon- 
sibility of quelling insurrections. Then/ the inflammable 
mass at the South, ignited by the incendiary declaration, 
* Resistance to tyrants is obedience to God ! ' explcrdes, 
scattering desolation and death on every side ! Where 
now is the boasted chivalry of Virginia and her pfoud 
sisters ? Buried under an avalanche of ruin 1 The North, 
no longer bound to keep guard, while one half of the 
South put fetters on the heels of the other, stands mioof 
from these sanguinary scenes.* Or, if that hour should 



* In confirmation of the position here taken, read the following, from the 
Mary vllle IntelUgBncer, published at Mary viUe, iPcwiewec. 

" We, of the South, are emphatically surrounded by a dangerous class 
of beings— degraded, stupid savageSj who, if they coiild but once l^ntertain 
the idea that immediate and uncoudittonat death would nol be their poirtJon, 
would re-act the St. Domingo tragedy. But a consciousness, with all their 
stupidity, that a ten-fold force, superior in discipline, if not in barbarity^ 
would gather from the four corners of the United hidXQ'&f arid slcuighter them. 



^0 



REMARKS OF 



never come, (which Heaven grant !) suppose, in process 
of time, a war should break out between these rival na- 
tions, (not an improbable event,) how easy for a Northern 
emissary to cross the line, breathe insurrection into the 
ear of the slave, and then, his bloody purpose accomplished, 
hasten back to his own country. Or, a daring leader 
of the Northern forces, inscribing ' freedom ' on his banners, 
might enter the South, and bear off in triumph, thousands 
of her slaves. Sir, the slave states would be insane to 
dissolve this Union. They now stand upon the verge of 
a frightful precipice. But there is hope. Thm they 
would have taken the fatal leap. So obvious is this truth, 
that while Heaven vouchsafes to them a modicum of sanity, 
they will never commit this suicidal deed.* 

WILL IT STOP AGITATION f 

Second, The south threatens to secede from the Union, 
as a means of suppressing the present anti-slavery agita- 
tion. Indeed I And does this agitation trouble her ? 
Doubtless. We recollect Felix trembled. But, are the 
means she proposes to employ, adapted to secure the end'f 
How would South Carolina's resoluttonizing herself into 
an independent Republic (a difficult task, by the bye, as 
a majority of her inhabitants are slaves !) prevent our agi- 
tating the question of slavery in the Representatives* Hall 
of old Massachusetts! Or^ how could the Constitution 

M(^<|«n«l iiiii- iiMiMiiii (I I I I I "1 Mil II ■iiniiii I I WN ^ "1 ■"•W-iWi 1 iiii I ■ una m . i " 

XRKPS THEM JN SUBJECTION, Bat to the fton 8l(a^e4wtdiftg states, par- 
ticidarly. we dre indebted for a ^rmanertt safeguard against insiirrertim. 
Wkhc>ul their a-ssislance, the white popuYaiion of the Southern States wnuld 
i^ too weak to quiet that innate desire for Tiherty, which is ever rcsady to act 
itself out with every rational creature.** [Note to 2d Kdiiion.] 

* The Mary viUe ( Tewnw?"") Intelliffenccr puts the following serious in- 
terroajiations to the South, which are fwrre m point. ' 

What, short of meulness. produced by a jaundired and distorted concep- 
tion of the fec'insfs and motives hy which the northern aholitjonisls are ac- 
luHfcd. rnn induce the southern political pre^s to ur(?e a severance of the tic 
ihat Hindis our Union toja^eth'T ? to offer rewarrfs for the heads of tho:<e very 
Individual"* who sfand as »n»Wtti/«r* betnu'enjnasffr and slat'e. urffing the one 
to he ob'dient., and th^ oth*»r to do Justice 7 to provoke the dispteasure of a 
people whose iH'nevolcnce Kasheen so ereatly felt in planting and supporlinff 
5ie Gospel standard— rfrnforcing- the precepts and inoi^ty of ibc Bu>lc, on 
oot& master aa \ slave ? ^' [Notd to Std Edition.] 
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of a southern Republic, handsomely written on parchmetlit, 
and snugly deposited in the desk of its Secretary of State, 
hinder the publication of anti-slavery tracts, the delivery 
of anti-slavery speeches, the holding of anti-slavery con- 
ventions, and the formation of anti-siavery societies, in 
free, unawed New England ? I do know that the dissolu- 
tion of the Union, while it would destroy all pretext for 
abridging the freedom of speech and the press among us, 
would be to minds now torpid, like the galvanic battery, 
arousing th^m to indomitable action. And, if the south 
does indeed dread a noise on this subject, she had better 
not put the torch to the* magazine of the Union, lest the 
explosion should wake up, not only the moral power of the 
north, but her owU slumbering conscience. 

WILL IT SHUT Oirr ABOLITIONISM t 

But, third: by dissolving connection with the north, the 
slaveholding states will certainly shut out from their bor- 
ders the effects of anti-slavery agitations, if they cannot 
stop them. NEVER ! The effects of anti-siavery Agita- 
tions are not hemmed in by state lines, nor circumscribed 
by local boundaries. They arc moral in their nature ; 
obey no laws but those of the human mind ; owe allefiasce 
to no constitistion but that of the immortal soul. ImpSpable 
yet real, the truths we proclaim overleap all geographical 
divisions, and lay their strong grasp upon the conscience. 
Moral light, diffused at the north, is like the Aurora Bor<^ 
alis. It will travel onward to the south. The slav#hdder 
I may intrench himself behind bristlirig bayonets : — but the 
truth, armed with the omnipotence of its Author, breaks 
through the serried legions. At M^n & Diji^if s line, 
he may pile his prohibitory statutes to the clouds, as his 
wall of defence, but truth, like light, is elastic and irre- 
pressible ; — and, mounting npward, will overleap the sum- 
mit, and penetrate his concealment. Yea, Sir, if the 
Union were rent into ten thousand firagments^yet, if on 
erery fragment there was a slaveholder, anti-slavefy fi^^ 
tioa would search him out, axid miter i^a bis^ B&ed'' 
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heart the living cods of truth. God has written the ver- 
ity of our principles on the inside of every oppressor in 
the land. He can destroy the record only with his 
nature. And, if the American slaveholder, returning 
vi^earied from the destruction of every anti-slavery pamphlet, 
and press, and society, and man in the nation, should 
seek repose in his chamber, these words, written with the 
finger of God, would flame out from its walls, in letters 
of bjinding intensity : * w:o xjnto him that buildetu 

HIS HOUSE BY UNRIGHTE0USNE6S, ANJ> HIS CHAMBERS 
BY WftONG ; THAT USETH HIS NEIGHBOR'S SERVICE WITH- 
OUT WAGES, AND GIVETH HIM ^NOT FOB HIS WORK ! ' 

The dissolution of the Union stop inquiry concerning 
slavery? Delusive hope. It will multiply it a. thousand 
fold; — and the South itself will contribute largely to the 
increase. The rent cannot be made in a raojnent. Vari- 
ous prelimiHary steps must be taken. County, and State 
conventions .must be convened. Hearts will <ju ake and 
Hps will quiver. The Hotspurs must whip their followers 
up tp the of their courage Jt>efor do the deed. 

And, dl this time, th^ere wiD be hot debate among them. 
Eyery bo4y inquiring loud discussions in bar-rooms and 
on steam:boats the souther^ press taking opposite sides ; 
—Legislative halls the arena of warm dispute ; pulpit 
clasj^n^with pulpit Nullification times cpme again 
the olduniop party once more taking the field and the 
whole South, slaves, free i^egroes, apd all, one foaming j 
sea pf a^tatipn J Audi what is the matter ? Has Garrison, ^ 
or tfte Liberalpr, got among them ? Oh »q ;---but }?atriarch 
||c£fj|fi^ jf^a^ ^he Union, tP perpetuate sla- 

vjery; and ^very body is disc\^ssing the qu^fion ! To 
thus stop agitation, is like putting put fire wi^h gp^powder. 
Sir ;— *rlet the South atteippt to divide the IJiiipn^^ a she 
wilVfind ^er^ejT diyidedi* She knowi, that, w^ile on the 

* As a pfopf t^^t the South, should she attempt a . dissolution of the Union, 
would Jind her ,cwn people divided, 1 quote the follow?Dfif extract from a 
8|»oe^wfl$a6e M'spt^oeStm^is since the adjournment of Con* 

" He wsa in the House when it v/bs supposed a member presented a pe* 
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one hand, she will lose every thing, on the other, she will 
gain nothing but what she has already taken. She pro- 
fesses to fear, that, under Sec. 2, Art. 4, of the Constitution, 
giving the citizens of each State, the privileges of citizens 
in all the States, incendiaries will enter her borders; — 
and so she's for nullification. But, that section she has 
already nullified, and has declared every Abolitionist who 
enters her territory, an outlaw. Does she hope, that by 
disunion, she will prevent Anti-Slavery publications from 
entering her territories, through the public mails I That 
she has already attempted, by her mail committees, Lynch 
clubs, and statutory provisions. 

THERE IS NO UNION. 

And shall Northern men dread disunion, lest they lose 
these benefits ? Sir, they are already lost 1 For tens of 
thousands in this land, yielding to none others in love to 
their country and to all its citizens, there is no Union. 
To them, it is already dissolved. A price is on their heads, 
in one half of the States of this Republic. Such men, at 
least, will not be driveii from their duty, by the threat of 
disunion. And, it is time the entire North began to reflect, 
that this Union was formed to ' promote the general wel- 
fare ; ' and not the welfare of the few, at the expense of 
the many.* 

tilion from slave?. Never should he forget that scene ; he rushed involun- 
tarily and unconsciously into the midst of the crowd that the frenzy of the 
moment had swept together j he felt that the long-dreaded crisis had at 
length burst upon them^ that the Union was dissolved, that the bright quiet 
of peace had been suddenly put out in the blackness of fierce and deadly 
eontenticni. Next morning, that part of the House where southern meml)ers 
sat was empty — notu seat ia it was occupied. The other side was Blled 
with an amazed and anxious assembly. — ^The motion of the south had come 
like a thunder stroke upon them, and they felt all the depth of the difficulty 
into which they had plunged. Then was to be seen, (continued the orator,) 
the fata] effects of southern divisions. Had the soutnern members continued 
firm for two hours, the north would herself have done us justice, and given 
us a pledge of lasting security} but they looked round upon each other, and 
gathering up the scattered embers of domestic party, forgot that they were 
southern statesmen — ihev dropped awav by one and two into their seats, and 
left the great question where they found it." [Note to 2d Edition.] 

* I copy the following from a recent number of the National Enquirer. 
Philadelphia. Isaac T. Hopper, of New York, is a venerable memoer of 

7 
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THE THREAT NOT SINCERE. 

Upon the South, this Union confers incalculable bene- 
fits. She knows it. Her safety,— her existence, depend 
upon its continuance. She feels it. The majority of her 
citizens appreciate, in some degree, its blessings; and 
when the crisis comes, will, at all hazards, prolong its ex- 
istence. There is worth, intelligence, patriotism, integri- 
ty, at the South. Hotspurs will bluster, and threaten. It's 
their vocation. They have plied it long. Once they de- 
manded a tariff, and threatened to rend the Union if we did 

the Society of Friends. He is a member of the old abolition society of for- 
mer dajrs, but not a very active member of that of the present time. If 
Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, or Richard Rush, were now living, could ihev 
visit Savannah in safety ? 

" MURDEROUS OUTRAGE AT SAVANNAH. 

Tlie. Life of a Citizen of N. York placed in Jeopardy. 

We have just seen a letter from New York, to a friend in Philadelphia, 
giving a concise account of a mob in Savannah^ threatening- tljc life of a 
Avorthy voung man, who had visited that place on business. We have not 
obtamed all tne particulars of this brutal outrage, — but hope to be able to 
furnish our readers with a detailed statement very soon. The facts are 
briefly these :— 

John Hopper, of New York, arrived at Savannah on the morning of the 
28th of January last ; and being recognised by some one who knew him, to 
be the son of Isaac T. Hopper, a noted friend of the cause of emancipalion, 
he was closely watched until night, when a mob entered the hotel, brutally 
assaulted him, broke open his trunks, &c, &>c. The m.i^'or and some of 
the aldermen were called in, and prevented the sacrifice of his life, h/ 
thrusting him into prison ; yet the jatl was several times surrounded during 
the night, by the mob, who threatened to imbrue their hands in his blood. 

By the exertions of the city authorities, however, hev,-as at length favored 
to eseape, privately, to a vessel in the harbor. His retreat was discovered 
the next day, and a plan laid to attack the vessel at night. As soon as it 
was dark, the captain sent him in his boat to another vessel, lying about 
•four miles down the river, and bound to Providence. There he arrived a 
few davs since, and from thence returned to New York in safety. 

We nave not space at this time, to express our feelings upon the abomi- 
nable outrage here adverted to. An unsuspecting vouth to be thus mal' 
treated— »n6»"€/v became he was known to be THE SON of a member of iht 
society of which Franklin teas president ! ! /—is so gross and palpable au 
infringement of the rights of our citizens, that it calls utr the serious consid- 
eration of our statesmen. What is the Federal Union worth, if things of this 
nature arc^ be tolerated ? There is not, probably, a set of cannibal sav* 
8fies on the globe, more devilish in heart, or murderous in design, than the 
infuriate rabble who do the bidding of the despotic slave-holders of our 
Southern States." [Note to 2d Edition.] 
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not yield. We bowed the head, in humble compliance. 
Again they said, * let Missouri enter the Union, or it's dis- 
solved.' We bowed again^ * Repeal the protective tariff, 
or we'll withdraw.' Prostrate, we kissed the dust. * Touch 
not the District of Columbia; — cease your interference 
with our domestic institutions ; — gag your citizens, and 
yoke your working men, or we'll split the Union.' The 

NORTit STANDS ERECT.* 

In conclusion, Sir, I remark, that the right of the South 
to dissolve her connection with her sister States, without 
their consent, is not the doctrine of this nation; — and 
should she, madly bent on ruin, attempt to carry away the 
main pillars of the Republic, the whole weight of the 
General Government will be precipitated upon her head. 

* The Southern threat about dissolving the Union is rapidly becomiag a 
naisaiice. It is \Vorse than 

" — a thrice-told tale, 

Vexing the dull ear of a drowsy taan." 

The threat is co-existenl with the Union itself. In the Convention which 
framed the Constitution, the delegates from Georgia, North Carolina, and 
South Carolina, declared, thai those states would never enter the Union, if 
Congress was to have power ever to abolish the foreign slave ti'ade. (Se« 
exposition of Hon. Luther Martin to the Legislature of Maryland.) Vet, 
this power was delegated to Congress, and these slates did enter the Union. 

When the law was passed, abolishing the foreign slave trade, the threat 
was renewed. For proof, see the following extract from the Newport (R. L) 
Mercury, of March 14lh, 1807. 

" 'Preserve the Union,,^ A smart debate has taken place in Congress on 
the «/a?5€ trade bill. Mr. John Randolph, the day after the bill passed both 
houses, moved that leave be given to bring in a bill to explain Ine law : — 
law which fce denounced as the most frightful and abominable ever passed ; 
— 'and against which he ejtpected prolexf^ would be sent from all the ^ates 
south of the Potomac 5 ana he hoped, loo, from Maryland. He declared, if 
the law went into force as it was, he dotibted whether vye slwuld ever see anotfier 
southern delegate on tluxt floor. He, for one, woidd say, if the Constitution is 
thus to be rimated, let us secede and go Iwme. Mr. Smilie said, the gentle- 
man (Mr. R.) talked of the Southern States seceding from the Union. If 
they do not like the Union, let them say so,— 4n the name of God, let them 
go,— we can do without them. Mr. Randolph explained, and said Mr. S, 
grossly misrepresented him. He looked, he said, upon Union, as the means 
of our liberty, happiness and safety/— as the means^ and not the end. But, 
if Union and the manumission of slaves are to be put in the scale, let Union 
kick the beam ! Mr. Randolph's motion was carried, and a committee of 
^iiree appointed/' 

And yet, the law did go into force substantially as it was, and we have 
seen Southern delegates, on that floor, from that hour up to the present. 
And doubtless we shall see them ihere, after slavery is abolished in the 
Distriel of Colombia. [Note to 2d Edition.] 
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DUTY OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Mr. Chairman, I now come to the last topic proposed 
for our examination ; — ^to wit — the duty of Massachu- 
setts. 

That the Legislature of this Commonwealth has the right 
to grant the prayer of these Memorialists, is conceded. 
Our inquiry is, ought the right to be exercised ? Sir, sla- 
very is acknowledged by your State, to be a system at war 
with the fundamental principles of our free institutions, 
unjust, cruel, wicked. Then is she bound to exe^t her 
utmost political and moral power, for its destruction. To 
terminate slavery in the District of Columbia, is within 
the power of the free States. And, so long as Massachu- 
setts remains a member of this Union, and sends Senators 
and Representatives to Congress, she has political respon- 
sibilities in regard to that question. The God of Nations 
has laid them upon her. She cannot escape them. If 
she refuse to discharge these responsibilities, she is recre- 
ant to her trusts. The seven thousand bondmen of that 
District, lift their manacled hands to her for redress. It 
is noble to protect the weak. The freedom of her own 
citizens, the perpetuity of our republic, the cause of po- 
litical and moral reform abroad, are jeoparded by the tol- 
eration of slavery at the seat of the Federal Government. 
For the rescue of these from immolation, she is bound to 
go to the utmost limit of her Constitutional power. 

SHALL OUR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS BE SUSTAINED 1 

The Legislature should grant the prayer of the Memo- 
rialists, because of its influence upon our Representatives 
in Congress. To sustain, to encourage them, in their 
noble stand in defence of the right of petition, and the 
freedom of debate, is your solemn duty. Thrust out as 
they are into the midst of this angry excitement, and con- 
tending for constitutional rights, at the peril of their lives, 
it would be generous in your body to throw around them 
the shield of its approval. To refuse so to do, when re- 
quested by the people, would be ignoble, unjust. Our 
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members need this; they ask it. In an interview with 
one of them* during th-e last summer, he urged the im- 
portance of pouring in petitions to the Legislature, praying 
them to instruct their Senators, and request their Repre- 
sentatives, to act and vote for the abolition of slavery in 
the District. * This,' said he, * will invigorate us, and wc 
shall feel that we stand on the terra firma of aii approving 
public sentiment at home/ Sir, the people have brought 
their request to your halls. Will you be deaf to their 
prayer? Public sentiment is ripe for this measure. You 
are its organ. Our members of Congress have the right 
to expect, that you, in the name of the people, wiii give them 
the cheering word, * onward ! ' Let me again read from 
the letter of the venerable John Q,uincy Adams, before 
cited. Will his voice be disregarded in this HaJl ? "I 
feel much encouraged by your approbation, and that of 
others holding opinions the same as yours, to continue in 
the course which I have hitherto, as a member of the 
House of Representatives, pursued with regard to the 
ricrht of Petition. I do not foresee that I shall alter that 
course, while I shall continue in the public service. How 
far it will be sanctioned, even by the majority of thy own 
constituents, is yet to be seen." Sir : — it is not yet to be 
seen. It is seen ; — written in the history of the past. The 
Old Colony desert her distinguished champion for defending 
her cherished principles ? Never! 

Says Mr. Adams further : — " The struggle in the Hou^e 
of Representatives, for and against the reception of Peti- 
tions for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia, is merely the symptom of a deep- 
seated disease, preying upon the vitals of this Union ; — 
and that disease is Slavery. Now, if it were in the power 
of Congress, to bar the doors of the Capitol, till the ele- 
ments shall be consumed with fervent heat, as inexorably 
against the cry of Justice, of Mercy, of human reason, and 
human feeling for the Emancipation of the hereditary 
slave, as Dante says the gates of Hell were closed against 



* Hon. Nathaniel B. Borden. 
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HopCf stiJl the disease would continue to prey upon' the 
vitals of ' ;ie Union ; — and that disease will prey till radi- 
cally healed, or till it shall terminate in death." 

How like the prophcqies of Jefferson 1 Dissolve the 
Union if we abolish slavery in the District? Sir, if sla- 
very is not abolished, not only there, but throughout the 
country, this nation is abolished. In such a crisis, has 
Massachusetts any interests at stake ? Has her Legisla- 
ture any duties to discharge! The PEOPLE put to you 
these i]iterrogatories. But to the letter. *-_The syniptoni 
of thejliseasc is an inflexible determination to gasf, and to 
hear nothing abput it. The terror at the thought of hear- 
ing the truth, smothers debate, and strangles the right of 
Petition. **** I believe it is the opinion of all my col- 
leagues,, that my opinions in favor of the right of Petition, 
have been sufficiently manifested in the Houge ; and they 
have some doubts how far they will be sustained by the 
people of the Commonwealths" Sir : the Commonwealth 
WILL sustain him ! What ! — shall Massachusetts, the State 
which, in the days of her colonial w-eakness, shielded the 
hunted judges of Charles the First from the active ven- 
geance of England, give up her own . great citizen to the 
tender mercies of slaVery? Shall she, who threw around 
the proscribed and outlawed Adams of the Revolution, a 
wall of republican hearts, shrink back from sustaining one, 
who, in his love of liberty and hatred of oppression, does 
iio dishonor to his illustrious namesake? 

Shall Massachusktts stand erect no longer, 

Bill stoop in chains upon her downward way, 
Thicktr to gather on her limbs and stronger 

Day after day? 

Oh no— methinks from all hht wild green ihountainS-^ 

From valleys where her slumbering fathers lie— 
From her blue rivers and her welling fountains, 

And clear, cold sky ! 

From her rough coast and isles, v.bich hungry Ocean 

Gnaws *jpsth his surges— from the fisher's skiff, 
With white sail swaying to the billow's motion, 

Round rock and cliif ! 

From the free fireside of her unbought farmer — 
From her free laborer at bis loom and wheel j 
From the brown smith -shop, where beneath the hammei' 

Rings the red steel ! 
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From each and all, if God hath not forsaken 

Our Stale, and left us to an evil choice, 
Loud as the summer tliunder-bolt shall waken 

A People's voice! 

MASSACHUSETTS ALWAYS AX ANTI-SLAVERY STATE. 

Mr. Chairman : Massachusetts should assume the posl* 
tion to which she is called by these memoiialists, to sus- 
tain before the nation her ancient high character as an 
Anti-Slavery State. Let us recite her history. 

Slavery in Massachusetts was never the creature of her 
laws. Her pilgrim founders never created it. It indeed 
existed, but only as a nuisance. It never clothed itself in 
the authority of her fundamental law, but stood only upon 
its own execrable foundation of Robbery and Usurpation. 
It never, thank Heaven, polluted the ermine of her judi- 
ciary. In the Massachusetts Colony, as early as 1641, It 
is ordered by the Court and the authority thereof, that 
there shall never be any bond-slavery, villenige,or captivity 
among us, unless it be [such] lawful captives taken in 
war, as willingly sell themselves, or are sold to us; and 
such shall have the liberties and Christian usage, which 
the law of God, established in Israel concerning such per- 
s<>iis, doth morally require."* This law was not a dead 
letter. Chief Justice Parsons sa^ys, "If the master \vas 
guilty of a cruel or unreasonable castigation of his slave, 
he was liable to be punished for a breach of the peace, and 
I believe the slave was allowed to demand sureties of the 
peace, against a violent and barbarous master. Under 
these regulations, the ireaiment of slaves was in general 
mild and humane, and they suffered hardships not greater 
than hired servants.'^t Sir, these provisions cut up by the 
roots, the essentials of the system. Protection, such as 
the laws of Moses afforded, entirely destroys absolute chat- 
tel slavery. Still, it should be remembered, that even this 
system was merely permitted, and was never sanctioned by 
the laws of the Commonwealth. 



* General laws and liberties of Massachusetts Bay, Chap. 12, ^ 2. 
t Winchendon v. Hatfield, 4 Mass. Rep. 127. 
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* In 1770, negroes [in Massachusetts] began to sue their 
masters for their freedom, and for payment of all services 
rendered after the age of 21. Many actions for that pur- 
pose were brought, between this time and the Revolution, 
nil of which were successful.'* 

Yes, Sir, her courts of Justice were temples of refuge 
to the slave, even before her Bill of Rights, in 1780, signed 
the death-warrant of the system. The Bill of Rights ! 
What is it ? It pledges forever the moral and political 
power of the Commonwealth, on the side of freedom. 
Here are iti? sublime truths, before which slavery in Mas- 
sachusetts lied away, never to return. * Ail men are born 
free and equal, and have certain natural, essential, and un- 
alienable rights ; among which may be reckoned the right 
of enjoying and defending their lives and liberties — that of 
accjuiring, possessing, and protecting property; in fine, 
tint of seeking and obtaining their safety and happiness.' 
Thus, she annihilated slavery in her own borders, and 
prochiimed in the ear of the world, that the right to liberty 
is inalienable. 

At another memorable epoch, — the war of the Revolu- 
tion, — in defence of the same great principles, Massachu- 
setts rushed earliest to the battle field. Not content with 
defending her own territory, she generously made common 
cause with her sister colonies. That her patriotism was 
co-extensive with the entire nation, is recorded in the 
blood of her sons, on the soil of every state from Maine to 
Georgia. And, Sir, the descendants of those who per- 
ished untimely at Boston and Bunker Hill, whose bones 
whitened the plains of Concord and Lexington, whose 
blood fattened the soil of Camden and Yorktown, now 
walk erect in their own Masssachusetts, inhale the free , 
spirit, and cherish the free principles of their sires, and 
will dishonor their memories, never. In their love of 
liberty, and hatred of oppression, the sons would equal 
the fathers. Like them, their principles they will yield 
only with their lives. But, unlike them, they will not do 



* Report of a Commiuee of the House of Representatives of Mass., 
Theodore Lymm, Jr. in 1822. 
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evil that good may come. In this moral contest for holy 
freedom, their only weapons are truth and love ; their trust, 
in the Prince of Peace. 

On the ratification of the V. B. Constitution, this state 
would not tolerate the idea, that by that act, she sanctioned 
ihe making merchandise of men. From the jyuWished 
debates of the Convention which ratified the Constitntion, 
we may boldly affirm, that, had the Statesmen of that day 
so believed, they would never have approved that instriv 
nient * 

In the great Missouri contest, when slavcfry struggled 
ferociously for the ^mastery, this Commonwealth stood 
firmly erect on its free constitution; and, unshaken by the 
threats of the South, or the treachery of the Norths maiiv- 
tuined its integrity.! 

SOUTHERN AGGRESSION. IlOW MET. 

But her recent history ; — would that it had never been 
written. In the conflict of slavery with freedom, which 
has shaken this nation for the last two years, where has 
been the moral power of Massachusetts ? — Sir, the friends 
of liberty have maintained their principles, even in this 
Commonwealth, at the hazard of their lives. The public 
press has been eager to proscribe them ; — popular meetings 
have been convened to denounce them ; and mobs have 
been commissioned to execute upon them, the decreed 
vengeance of a corrupt public sentiment. Their peaceable 
. _ ^ ^ — „ 

* See Elliott's Debates. 

t The following- are the proceedings of the Massachusetts Legislature, ore 
the Missouri question. On the 23cl of February, 1820, the foilowiug joint 
resolutions were passed, yix 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Legislature, it is ttie dwtj of the peo- 
ple and government of the United States, by aUtfrnstitational means, to pre- 
vent the extension of so great a Iboral and.poiitical evil as Slavery ; that 
Congress possess the Constitutional power to prohibit the further iu'trodoc- 
tion of Slavery into the territory of the United States, hot within the original 
limits of said States, and to make such prohibition a condition of the a jinis- 
sion of any new State intG the Union. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Legislature, it is the duty of Cow- 
zress to cjsercise this power on the admission of all new States beyond 
the limits of the original territory of the United Slates." [Note t<J 2d 
Edition.] 
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assemblages have been forcibly broken up, — gags have 
been thrust itito their mouths, — a price has been set upon 
their heads, I see before me in tliis Hall, a citizen of 
Massachusetts, who has been dracrg^^dlike a felon through 
the streets of your city, and for whose life a sovereign 
state* has, by a deliberate act of its Legislature, offered 
a reward of five thousand dollars ! What was his crime ? 
lie was guilty of echoing the principles of John Adams 
'dud Elbridge Gerry; of proclaiming the beautiful and 
Christ-like L-eniiment, * My country is the world — my 
country men ate all mankind.' t It is not incendiary, evea 
i \ this Hail, to pronounce the name of William Lloyd 
Garrison. Where has been the response of Massachusetts 
1) these u!iparalleled outrages? However she may disre- 
gird the claims of her citizen to protection, posterity will 
d') justice to Jiis memory ; and in coming years the tears 
of ail eafr mchised race sliall water his grave. What was 
the answci* given at ihe last session of your legislature, to 
tlie inriulting demands of Georgia, Virginia, and South 
Carolinn, with which the Governor loaded yonder table? 
A Report admitting the justice of those demands; and, in 
the language of the Chief Magistrate of Pennsylvania, * a 
b'lse bowing of the knee to the dark spirit of slaver/!' 
Sir, that Report libelled the people of Massachusetts, and 
they have buried it beyond the reach of resurrection. 

. During the past winter, the petitioners for the abolition 
of slavery in the District, have been stigmatized on the 
iloor of Congress as * the white slaves of the NortL* Sir, 
who are these petitioners ? The president of your Senate, 
the chaplain of your House, members of both branches of 
your Legislature, William Ellery Channing, and John 
Pierpont, with a host of worthy compeers, are of the num- 
ber. The character of the entire body of these petitioners, 
embracing more than thirty thousand of the inhabitants 
of this Commonwealth, not less than the object of their 
petitions, should shield them from insult. At least, their 



* Georgia. f Motto of the Liberator. 
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own Legislature should sternly rebuke the assassins of 
their reputation. 

In defeniie, then, of her own character, to preserve her 
own consistency, and maintain her influence among her 
sister states, Massachusetts should lead rather than follow, 
in this cause. Vermont^ true to her principles, has already 
uttered through her Legislature, a manly rebuke of 
Southern arrogance.* Tiie Hon. Thaddeus Stevens, at 
the last session of the Pennsylvania Legislature, pi esented 
a report in regard to slavery in the District, worthy the 
times of Rush and Franklin. And the Governor of that 
state uttered sentiments in his late message, which might 
fitly be echoed by the Chief Magistrate even of this Com- 
monweal ih.t 



* At her l.ilc session, Vermont, by a nearly unanimous vote, passed the 
foilowiiig; resohitioiis 

Resolved, I>y ihc General Assenib!}' of the Staic of Vermont, thai neither 
Cotic^ress nor the Stale Governn-ients iiave any conslitiuional ngixi to ahriii;^c 
the /ree expression of opinions or the Irausmissson of iljem luroug^h tiic use- 
dium oflhc puhlic maiis. 

Resolved, Thai Congress do possess the power to abolish Slavery in the 
District ofC'olumbia. 

Resolved /Thai M^H ExceJIency the Governor he rofjuested to tronsm'l a 
copy of the foregoing resolutions to the executives of cnch of the Suites, 
and to each of ou;- feenatora and Representatives ia Congress.'' [Note to 
2d Edition.] 

t I cannot forbear to give au extract, brief and imperfect as it musi }.>e. 
from this exalted message. 

Says Gov. Ritner — "Ta rapid and startling succc5.si«n, nl{ the principles 
of Pennsylvania policy, all t}>e objects; t;f State pride, have 1 3cn auudceil : 
nor have there been wanting Pennsylvaniana to aid in thoir p!f;st ration." 

[After specifying several topics in proof of his assertion, he adds.] "And 
last, but worst of all, came tiie base bowing of the knee to tba dark spirit 
of slavery. 

For the preservation of this last and most cherished article of our national 
political creed, Ihc sacrifice of which has not yet been completed, it is our 
duty to make all }>ossible efibri."' 

[After enlarging upon the principles, policy, and history of Pennsylvania, 
in regaril to dcmestic slavery at home, in the District of Columbia, and on 
the admission of new Stales,'he concludes thus :] 

"These tenets, then, viz. opposition to slaver}' at home, which, by the 
blessing of Providence, has been rendered eflectuHl 5 opposition to the ad- 
mission into the TJnicn of new slave-holding states 5 and opposition to sla- 
very in the District of Columbia, the ver^' hearth and domestic abode of the 
national honor — have ever been, and arc the cherished doctrines of onr 
state, r^et us, fellow-citizens, stand by aud maintain them unshrinkingly 
and fearlessly. While we admit and scrupulously respecl^lhe consliluiional 
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IT IS NOT TOO LATE. 

It has been urj^ed as an objection to action on this sub- 
ject at the present session of the Legislature, that it is so 
late, Congress being on the eve of adjourning, it will ac« 
complish no good. 

Sir, it is never too late to do right. The memorialists, 
however, do not expect that the expression of sentiment 
they now ask of your honorable body, will immediately 
accomplish the ultimate object they seek — the abolition 
of slavery in the District .-—but that such an expression 
will constitute one in a train of influences, which, in due 
time, will lead to that result. Reforms move slowly — -and 
only, because reforming influences are dilatory ;n applying 
the propelling power. By prompt, uncompromismg, lofty 
action, at this crisis, the Legislature might re^'olut'ionize the 
public sentiment of New England, and bring the entire 
North to reflection. The time is rapidly apDroaching, 
when this cause will not need your aid. The world knows 
th;it slavery must die. Some will peril their all for its 
destruction. Others will save their strength that they 
may shout over its downfall. Generosity will aid a right- 
eous cause, though struggling against the current of pop- 
ular proscription : calculating expediency floats in its 
wake, when it is borne on by the resistless w^avc of public 
favor. The tide of intelligent sympathy for the bondman, 
is rapidly increasing. Patriots, and Chi:ist'.ans, will con- 
tribute to swell it.— Popularity-hunters, and AVorshippers 
of Mammon, will wait to take it at its flood. It shall sweep 

rights of other states, on this momentous subject, Jet us not, eishs^r hy foar 
or interest, be driven from aught of that sjiirit of independence and venera- 
tion for freedom, which has ever characterized our beloved comnionwcalth. 

Above all, let us never yield up the right of the free discussion of any 
evil wln'ch may arise in the land or any part of it ; convinced that the mo- 
ment we do so, the bond «)f union is broken. For, the Un»on beinj? a volun- 
tary compact to continue together for certain spt-cificd purposes, the instant 
one portion of it succeeds in imposing terms and dictating conditions upon 
another; not found in the contract, the relation between them changes, and 
that which was union, becomes subjection." 

Nobly spoken ! How it contrasts with the " the bsse bowing of the knee " 
by the Governors of manv other of the free states of the Union ! [Note to 
2d Edition.] 
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(liciu away 1 Sooner or later,, this question mast be ntet, 
and {leior!ni?je<l Juini. The gt:^ntlein;iii who preceded me 
(Air. Ililhird) uttered the bohl seiitimeiit, that 'through 
Coiioress, or over Cougress. tins (jue.stioii will go.' I re- 
spotid to it, niul add, that through the Legislature, or over 
tlu! Legislatiue, this ({uestion will go. Systematic and 
(!e(orr.iiiied elVorlSj by denunciation, by threats, and by 
!;r,vicss violence, unparalleled in our history", have been and 
nrc still made, to suppress incpiiry, and paralyze action, on 
iiio su.bject of slavery. While the bottom of society has 
'Miiiiisiicd abundant materials for this work, wealth, re- 
Sjiociui/ility, talents, and professed piety, liave been conse- 
c!;:te l to its performance : — and even those high in au~ 
!;if)rity, have turned aside from their otBcial duties, to aid 
\\\ ITS accozHplishincnt: But, it is in vain. I know the 
iiivMi \\'\\o are engaged in this cause. Impelled to action 
i)v (lu'ir duty to God, threats wiil not deter them, nor vio- 
ic:ico drive them, from the unceasing and thorouglii dis- 
rri^vsioii of tlie rights of man. Stop discussion,— put out 
iio-'nts of investiofaiion, in the nineteenth centurv, in 
America, concerning slavery ? Sooner bind the eicean 
uith a cord, or stop the sun m his course ! Will the spirit 
of free incpiiry, which could not be bushed to shnobiDr in 
iho n-iidnight of the dark ages, be frightened to sleep in the 
noon day of eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, amid the 
exciting enterprises of this era of investigation, when the 
itiif^htiest intellects of the acre have consecrated thcnjselves 
to the work of agitation ? When the general diffusion of 
knowledge is imparting fresb vigor to thought and action, 
:ui(l the liberal doctrines of the Cross are emasicipating 
iho world, can tyrants, whether democrats or monarchists, 
hope to chain thought, and fetter the tongue, and lock the 
o ir ? While, among the cro^vned heads and mitred brows, 
tlie monarchies and hierarchies of Europe, the spirit of re- 
form is upheaving the foundations, and exposing ihe cor- 
ruptions of centuries, is America the spot where freedom 
of speech and of the press shall be struck dumb ? Shall 
the soil which drank the blood of the martyrs to liberty 
and the rights of conscience, bear up the altars on which 
8 
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free discussiou, raid the right of petition, shall be sacri- 
ficed ? Sooner shall the earth open, and swallow tiiesn. 
What ! Shall the Divine Right of Kings, and the Supremacy 
of the Pope, be openly ditricarded in their own dominions, 
while the sons of the Pilgrims are forbidden, in New Ehl^- 
Jand, to declare the equality of man, and the inaliefiabiliu 
of human rights? Will they crush every rising thought, 
suppress every manly sentiment, discard every noble prin- 
ciple, stifle every generous emotion, quench every holy 
sympathy, and betray every sacred trust, that corrupt 
rulers, in Church and State, may establish the foundations 
of their pow^r on the necks and hearts of millions of their 
fellow countrymen? As soon will they forswear their 
manhood, and apostatize from God. No, undeterred 
by omciai proscription or private denunciation, by pro^^c- 
cutions at connnon law or persecutions without law, by 
legislative enactments or ecclesiastical anathemas, the 
friends of the slave, guided by the wisdom, cheered by tlie 
favor, and protected by the power of God, will prosecute, 
their work. And that man, or that party, which sh ill 
attempt to arrest this cause in its onward march, will vt^^. 
borne down by the advancing host. 

Mr. Chairrtian, and gentlemen of the Cominilti^(; — 
You have heard the prayer of the memorialists. Shall i* 
be granted ?— They ask it, not to subserve party purposeis 
or sectarian objects; not for themselves, but for their 
country, — nor for their country only, but for the world ; 
not for the present age merely, but for all coming time. 
They ask it in the name of Humanity, outraged and bleed- 
ing: of Liberty, sHcrinced on her own altars ; of Religion, 
wrested to sanction odious oppression ; and, above all, in 
th3 name of Jehovah^ insulted in the imbruting of His 
own image. 

[Mr. Stanton concluded by expressing his sincere thanks 
to the Committee for their courtesy and attention, during 
the protract©4 remarks which he had felt it his duty to 
offer,] 
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[j^'ote by the PMisher, — It may not be improper to say, that the foregoing * Ro- 
jnafks* are not identical with the speech delivered. It w&a delivered extempora- 
neously, from very brief notes. — a mere skeleton of the principal heads. The report 
of ii wad hastily drawn up. It contains the substuAicc of the argumevts employed, 
with ihe languagty so far as it was possible to recollect it. 

In justice to the subject, it may be said, that the speech was dolivered on short 
notice, and with very haety preparation ; — that other topics, arguments, and facts, 
of equol importance with those adduced, were prepared, and would have been pre- 
sented, had not the ill health of the speaker, and the length of time occupied by 
him, (five hours,) prevented. These topics, &c., are not added in the report, be- 
cause it is thought best to give what was said, rather than what "mighty or was 
inX&ndcd to have been said.] 
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The following Preamble and Resolutions were le^orted by the 
Committee : — ' 

" Whecc&H, the House of Representatives of the United Slates, iu the 
month c! January, in the year of our \^oxt\ one thousand eight hundred and 
Uiirty-seven. Os'd a<*opt a resoluiion, whereby it was ordered that aU petitions^ 
memoriuei, tc. nrnpositio35, or papers, relating' in any wsiy. or to 

env extent 'A^tv ' er, ir^iti Kubjeri of slavery, or the abolition of slavery^ 
viUioul bciDg VitH^er priLlet* referred, should he laid upon the table, and 
dial no fnrihcr uc .ion whatever should be hud thereon ; and wher«as such a 
disposition of petitions, then or thereafter to be rs^eeived, is a virtual denial 
of the right itself; and whereas, by the resolution aforesaid, which is adopted 
as a slanHinjj rule of the present flouse of Representatives, the petitions of a 
large number of people of Uiis Commonweal ih, prayin°^ for the removal 
of a great social, moral^ Kud political evil, have been slighted and con- 
temned : therefore, 

" Riiolved, That the resohiiion above named is an assumption of power 
and authority at variance with the spirit and intent of the Oonsiiiution of the 
United States, and injurious to the cause of freedom and free institutions j 
that it does violence to the inherent, absolute, and inalienable rights of man; 
and that it lends essentially to impair those fundamental principles of natural 
justice and natural law, which are onlecedenl to any written constitutions 
of government, independent of ihem all, and essential to the sccunly of free- 
dom in a State. 

" Resolved, That our Senators and Representatives in Congress, in main- 
taining and advocating the full right of petition, Imve entitled themselves to 
the cordial approbation of the people of this Commonwealth. 

" Resolvedf That Congress, having exclusive legislation in the District of 
Columbia, possess the right to abolish slavery in said District, and that its 
exercise should only be restrained by a regard to the public good." 
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After a spirited debate, in which the resolutions were supported 
by Messrs. Lunt, of Danvers ; Park and Blake , of Boston : Mansur 
of Lowell ; and Cobb, of Maiden J and oppof?ed by Mr. Folsom, cf 
Hinghara, they were adopted, yeas 37S, nays 16. 

}r\ the Senah, ilw last resolution was struck out, and the follow- 
ing inserted instead of it, yeas 35, nays 0 : — - 

''Resolved, That Coiigres;;, having exclusive legislation in the District of 
Columbia, possesses the right to aboKsh slavery and the slave trade therein ; 
find that the early exercise o^ SMch right is demanded by the enlighiei ed 
sentiment of the civilized world, by the principles of the. Revolution, and br 
humanity." 

The following resolution was added by the Senate, yeas 33, 
nays I : — 

" Resolved, That, slavery being an admitted moral and political evij, 
whose continuance, wherever it exists, is vindicated mainly on the ground 
of necessity, it should be circumscribed within the limits of the States where 
it has been already established j and that no new Stale should hereafter \ye 
admitted into the Union, whose constitution of government shall sanction or 
permit the existence of domestic slavery.'' 

On the final pasmge of the resolutions in the Senate, as amended, 
the vote was as follows : — 

On the first resolution, yeas 32, nays 1 ; 

On the second resolution, yeas 32, nays 1 ; 

On the third resolution, yeas 31 , nays 2 ; 

On the fourth resolution., yeas 29, nays 4. 
The resolutions were ably supported in the Senate, by Messrs. 
Allen, Child, and Hudson, of Worcester ; Whitmarsh, of Bristol ; 
Lawrence, of Hampshire j iPai'ker,of Middlesex j and Fairbanks, of 
Suffolk ; — and were opposed entire^ by Mr. Gushing of Norfolk ; 
and in pc^, by Messrs. French, of Norfolk, and Quincy, of Suf 
folk. 

The resolutions, as amendtd, were sent to the House, and were 
referred to the Committee ii?hich originally reported them. Mr, 
Lee, Chairman of the CommitteCj reported that the House mm-con- 
cur with the Senate, and gave as the reason for so doing, that the 
resolutions, as orififinally adopted by the Hoxk^^wmdd better admnce 
the cmise of Abolitwn in the CommonwmUhy during the con»inff year, 
than as amended by the Senate. The amendments of the Senate 
were ably advocated by Mr, Huntinffton^ of Northampton. The 
House then refused to cowcwr with me Senate, by the following 
vote : — • 

On, the first amended resolution, ayes 230, noes 79; 

On the added resolution, ayes 219, noes 103. 
The House refused to order the yea-s and nays. The Senate then 
receded ; — and so, the Preamble and Resolutions which first passed 
the House, now stand as the Resolutions of the Legislature, Well 
done, Massachusetts ! 
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Extract from a Speech of Hon, Daniel Webster ^ at New York, 

March 15. 1837. 

On the general question of Slavery, a great portion of the community 
is already strongly excited. The subject has not ouly attracted attention as 
a question of politics, but it has struck a far deeper-toned chord. It has 
arrested the religious feeling of the country } it has taken strong hold on ihe 
ronsciences of men. He is a rash man, indeed, and little conversant with 
human nature, and especially has he a very erroneous estimate of the char- 
act'^r of ihe people of this country, who supposes that a feeling of this kind 
is to be tritied with, or despised. It will assuredly cause itself to be re- 
spected. It may be reasoned with, it may be made willing, I believe it is 
entirclv willing, to fulfil all existin**- engagements, and all existing duties, to 
uphold and defend the Constitution, as it is established, with whatever 
regrets, about some provisions, which it does actually contaiu. But to 
copirce it into silenc^ j to endeavor to restrain its free expression, to seek to 
coRipress and confine it, wami as it is, and more heated as such endeavors 
would inevitably render it j — should all this be attempted, I know nothing, 
even in the Constitution, or in the Union itself, which would not be endan- 
gered by the explosion which might follow.'^ 



Extract of a Letter from Hon. John Quincy Adams, to the Inhabitants 
of the Twelfth Congressional District of Massachusetts y dated 
Washington^ 20th March, 1837. 

" Slavery has already had too deep and too baleful an influence upon the 
afiaiis and upon the history of this Union. It can never operate but as a 
slow poison to the morals of any community infected \dth it. Ours is in- 
fected with it to the vitals. We are told that the national government has 
no right to interfere with the institution of domestic slavery m the states, in 
any manrter. What right, then, has domestic slavery to interfere, in any man- 
ner, with the national government 1 What right has slavery to interfere, in 
the free states, with the dearest institutions of weir freedom ?— with the riglit 
of habeas corpus ? — with the right of trial by jury 1 — ^wilh the freedom of the 
press 1 — with the freedom of speech ? — ^with tfie sacred privacy of corre- 
spondence by the mail 1 What right has slavery to interfere with the laws 
of other nations productive of freedom 1 what right to interfere with the 
laws of Bermuda ? — of the Bahama Islands ? — of Great Britain ? What 
nght has she to cast living chattels upon a soil which has banisiied her 
forever, and then coi^Whining to the national government, that the touch 
of the soil jvf liberty has quickened her chattels into freemen j and requiring 
of the natipnaJ government to claim indemnity for her emancipated chattels f 
Nay more, and worse — ^vvhat right has slavery to chide the national govern- 
ment for not demanding her indemnity in a tone sufficiently peremptory ? 
—for not threatening Great Britain with war, if she lingers longer to pay 
the price of sinews bought and sold 1 

*Mf the national government has no right to interfere vvith the- institution 
of domestic slavery in the states, in any mannerj what riglit has domestic 
slavery to issue from her consecrated boundaries, and call on the national 
government for protection, for defence, for vindication of her pretended and 
polluted rights * What ri^t has she to show her face upnon the ocean, 
where the laws of the nation have pronouncisi her detested traffic piracy T 

8* 




AS^PENBI 



The indcpendeucc!" of sovereign states fi-om all foreign iiitorfcreiice wUh their 
municipal iiunilutions, is reciprocaij or it is nolhing*. If you have no right to 
interfere with the slavery of 8outh CaroHnaj the slavery of South Carolina 
has no right to iiitcrrore with your freedom. 

" If the national government has Jio right lo inlerfere with the institution 
of domestic slavery in, any of the states, what ri^lit has that same goveni- 
nienl to hang on your neck the millstone of Texian slavery '/—rcinsiitnted 
slavery, in a land where once that curse of God ha;d been cxtingaished I— 
slavery restored by fraud and treachery, and the imposturo of , painted 
; harlot usurping- the name of Freedom ? Is the annexation of Texas, with her 
execrable load of eternal slavery^ to the Union— is that cue of the engage- 
ments iin plied in Mr. Van Bureii's pledge, never to sim a bill for the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia ? If the pledge of the inaugural 
^address means any thing more than soothing sound, it means 'that the 
maintenance and perpetuation of slavery hi this Union shall be the cardiaai 
point, the polar star, of, BIr. Van Bureh's, administration. And with that 
pledge, can you doubt that the manacles of Texian slavery will be fastened 
upon your hands, and the fetters of Texiah slavery upon your feet? 
Children of Carver, and Bradford,, and Winslow, and Alden ! ^- ■ - >tlie pen 



drops from my hand ! 



1,1 



D^/^. Wi^^ -^Q' published, m;:aiiW^ days, by Jsii^^^ at 
No. 25 Combiilj, Boston, 'in a ,chea;b fomi, for\gGaei'a! circula- 
tion, the seii'es jof ' Letters, "by '1,.,,% A»A^j5,"ad dressed to' the 
inhabitants of .tii«3 Twelfth' Cojigrpssioiml Bistrict -pf Massa- 
chusetts." ^..'L'.v, ■ : ; ■ 




Boston, "'May^ 1, 1837, 



(JJ^ A juvenile paper, cal,ied ' the' ¥'6's'^th's, Gaisinet,^^ lias 
just been commenced at Ho. ^IS CornhUL N. Southard, 
Editor. - It is devoted, to Libertyy peaces Temperance, Purity, 
Tmtb.'' Price, $ 1.00 per ammm, in advance. Agents are 
allowed SO per cent, for new subscribers, |)rovided they for* 
.ward the moneyj free of expense, in advaiiee. ' ' 
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